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ADVERTISEMENT: 


. 
PX 


H E Time proper for exhibiting the CasE 
of the Roman-Catholics of Ireland appears 
| to be at Hand; ſince Equity of Govern- 
ment and legiſlative Wiſdom were never yet more 
united on the Principle of public Happineſs, nor 
leſs likely to differ about the Means, than at the 
preſent Time. To every Scheme, therefore, for 
the Promotion of hat End, his Wiſdom muſt be 
attentive : In Conſequence, it will judge whether the 
Cas here drawn up be fairly ſtated, and whether 
the Reaſonings thereon, be the Reſult of ſound 
Principles, or rather the crude Concluſions of 
fallacious and indigeſted Notions of Government. 


In the Beginning of this Century, a Multiplicity 
of penal Laws were enacted againſt the Roman- 
Catholics. One Half of the People were put un- 
der the greateſt Diſcouragements, in a Country 
extremely thin of Inhabitants; and thoſe Diſcourage- 
ments created that Sloth and Lownels of Spirits, 
Which ever was, and ever muſt be, the Conſe- 


A quence 


iv ADVERTISEMENT. 
quence of great and many legal Reſtraints. In 
Party-Juſtice, it was, perhaps, proper to exclude 
Papiſts from that Share of Landed Property, which 
might, poſſibly, in Courſe of Time, produce 
ſomething like an Equality of Power: The Mif- 
take lay in allowing them no Title at all, or a pre. 
carious one, Thus hath this Kingdom, more than 
fifty Years paſt, been deprived of the Activity and 
958 of near a Million of its People. 
\ .., 
This i Tract is written to ſhew, That 
Popery is not ſo dangerous to the Proteſtant - Intereſt 
here as it was then imagined. While this Kingdom 
is knit, as it now is, with the Imperial Crown of 
Great- Britain, no Country in Europe hath leſs to ap- 
prehend on that Score; a Conſideration which alone 
ſhould remove all Jealouſies, except of thoſe real 
Dangers which ſurround us: Popery is not of 
the Number. The political Faith of the Roman- 
Catholics is here ſhewn to be Orthodox. to our Con- 
ſtitution, and a TEST 1s offered to demonſtrate it. 
What more can Government. require to. intitule 
Loyalty to its proper Reward in a Land of Liberty? 
1 Their Declarations (it may be ſaid) cannot be de- 
[= pended upon, and their good Conduct is a. mere 
Act of Neceſſity : But what hated Party can ever be 
reputed . /ynocent upon ſuch a Principle? If the 
Suggeſtion be groundleſs, how much doth the Pub- 
lic ſuffer ? If it were, in FaQ, true; yet, even in 
uh  _ that Idea, it would be eaſy to ſhew, That, in our 
| preſent Circumſtances, it may be expedient to take 
off many Reſtraints: To limit the Pon; but at 
| | : the 
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ADVERTISEMENT. v 
the ſame Time to grant every Conſtitutional Security 


to what is poſſeſſed. Powers may be granted to 
Parties, apparently loyal, for the Good of the 
Whole : Penalties may be inflicted on them to its 
Detriment. There are certam Bounds to be pre- 
ſerved in ſuch Caſes, as in all others; and Beyond 
them, political Wiſdom cannot exiſs. 


If the TEST here offered may not be depended 
upon, under a Proteſtant Government, the Public 
may reſt aſſured, That it muſt be the Fault of the 
Men, not of the Religion That it is the Fault of 
neither, the Author hath endeavored to prove, in 


the following Pages; and he flatters himſelf he 
hath 9 it effectually. 


Out of this argument many ack ariſe, to ſet 
the Public right, in Matters of great Importance 
to its Dignity, as well as Welfare. The Author 
hath taken great Care of the Truth of Facts, and 
of not obtruding Notions ; which, as Truth never 
countenanced, Reaſon never can approve ; ſuch as 
no honeſt Man would knowingly, and no knowing 
Man would honeſtly propagate. Some Opinions 
derange civil and embitter ſocial Life. By their 
Prevalence, Kingdoms are impoveriſhed, the hu- 


mane Mind is diſtempered, and every Thing 


valuable carries the Taint of a ſaperſtitions Poli- 
cy. They who renounce, and teach others to re- 
nounce Errors of this fatal Tendency, are the 
beſt Friends to Mankind. 
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F all the Subjects, in which the Intereſts 
of the Public are any way involved, none 
can be undertaken with greater Relufance, 
nor offered with greater Diffidence, than one incum- 
bered with odious Ideas, in the very Terms; and 
Z againſt which, the People (whether with or without 

2 B | Reaſon) 


— — 


63e 


Reaſon) have been long prepoſſe 72 But no Argu- 
ment, draun from the Unpopularity of ſuch an 

ing, or even from the Anprobability of its 
Succeſs, ſhould deter any honeſt Man, well-in- 
formed, from the Detection of general Opinions, 


which may greatly interfere with the general In- 


tereſt. He will dare forfeit the Favor, for the In- 
tereſt of the People, if both cannot be obtained; 

and all Diffidence muſt yield to the Neceſſity of 
eMilleceiving them; in any Point where Error may 


be detrimental, and its Conſequences fatal. Such a 


Duty of remonſtrating 20 the Public for the Public, 


is the more incumbent ; as it will ſometimes hap- 


pen, that even the better and wiſer Part will en- 
tertain Ideas of Perſons and Things, with all the 


Prijudices, and even with all the Auabtention incident 
to ſimple Individuals; either thinking the Inquiry 


itſelf of little Conſequence, or ſatisfied with their 
original Conceptions of tlie Subject, or unwilling to 
withdraw the Afection or Hatred they once fix, in 
Regard to the Objects which ſurround them. But 


theſe Prejudices vf Men of Senſe (however ative 


for the Time) are far from being invincible : The 


Neceſſities of the Public will be found much ſtronger, 
and wrong Ideas muſt vaniſh, whenever the Ordi- 


nances grounded upon hes are fqund productive 


Gf” Conſequentes, more Aitrefling to the aggregate 
Mule, chan do Hofe very Societies if 4 who my 


be mute umme ee ty Ren. 
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If ſuch a Repreſentation, therefore, as I am 
now attempting, be, at all Times, our Duty, in a 
Free Country; it muſt be more ſo, at the preſent - 
When the Minds of all Parties were never more 
open to every uſeful Information ; and when the 
happy Temper of the Legiſlative as well as Executive 
Members of our Government invites every Party 
to a Concurrence with them, in the great Work of 


improving, adorning, and enriching this Country. 


A Temper of this Kind, formed on Knowledge, ac- 
quired by Experience, and exerted with Wiſdom, can 
never wilfully miſtake the Wants of the Public; 
conſequently, will hardly be impoſed upon, by 
any Set of deſigning Men; much leſs by an ob- 
noxious Party; who, from their very Incapacities, 
muſt be a conſtant Clog on the Wealth and Prof 
perity of this Nation ; and who, by their Reli- 
| gion, have been hitherto reputed as little reconciled 
to the political, as to the 3 Conſtitution of 
their Country. 


To give this Bias againſt the Roman-Catbolics of 
freland, ſome Turn in Favor of the Public, is the 
Deſign of the preſent Undertaking; and nothing 
certainly could give it more effectually, than the 
Admiſſion of one ſi mple Truth; which I ſhall en- 
deavor to clear up in the following Pages; and 
which I offer, in this Place, as a Preliminary to 
many others J deduce from it: And it is this,— 


That moſt of ihe I Evils which have long tor- 
1 mented 


(12). = 
mented and ſtill torment Chriſtendom, have been chiefly | 


owing to the Paſſions which prompt, not to the Keli- 
gion which * _ —— I 


Why ſo important a Truth ſhould be hitherto e- 
vaded ; or, properly ſpeaking, why it ſhould be 
warmly oppoſed, will not be difficult to conceive 
when we attend to the Chains of complicated 
Cauſes : the Craft and Seduction of ſome ; the 
Honeſty and Credulity of others ; the Fears of 
both; all combining to deceive. When we con- 
ider, how prone Men are to reaſon, from par- 
zicular Fats, to univerſal Principle, the Foun- 

| Zain of vaſt and fatal Error. How averſe ſuch 
Men, from the [tedious Proceſs of abſtract Rea- 
ſoning, and how much more fo from the Re- 
ception of any Truth which may affect their Power, 
their Conſequence, their perſonal, or even their 
miſtaken Intereſts. How flexible, on their firſt ſet- 
ting out, to every Impreſſion of falſe Fear, or falſe 
Authority ; and how tenacious of it, (generally to 
the End of Life:) They will not ſee, until they 
feel the Effects of ERROR, in the laſt Stage of its 
Progreſs: How, in this Diſtemperature of the 
Mind, they are found averſe from every Remedy 3 
not indeed until Numbers are ruined, (for that is 
of little Weight in the Scale) but ꝝntil Nature herſelf 
complains aloud, until Government is Shipwrecked, and 
until ALL ſuffer. Again: When we conſider the 
Deteſtation naturally conceived of thoſe who oppoſe 
our Intereſts, or 1 Notions, (good. or bad) more 


warmly 


l 


( 13) 


warmly contended for than Intereſt itſelf ; our Surprize 


at the Conſequences will ceaſe. It will ceaſe the 
more, when thoſe Intereſts and Notions are combated 
by active Violence, or falſe Reaſoning; eſpecially by 
Perſons in Authority, who take the Lead, and pre- 
tend to ſpeak the Senſe of thiſe Numbers who join with 


them. In ſuch a Caſe, I ſay, we will not wonder, 


that the Principles of any religious Party, ſhould 
be miſtaken by Perſons who are in a State of ſpiri- 
tual Warfare wh it. And all this will, in Part, 


account for the penal Laws and Perſecutions on the 


Score of Religion, in every Country; more particu- 
larly for thoſe inflicted on the People called Papiſts; 
_ of whom, and ſome in the higheſt Authority 

have, in certain Conjunctures, maintained 
Principles as well as held a Conduct, which the 
Catholic Religion never warranted : What brings us 
home to our principal Poſition ; that moſt of the 
Diſorders of theſe latter Ages are not owing to the 


Religion which forbids, but to the Paſſions which ex- 
cite, all Deviations from the Line of true Theology and 


true Subjection. 


Yet farther: When the Cauſe of Reigen is 
Preſſed violently 1 into the Service of Self and Party- 


Intereſt, it is eaſy to conceive, in an Age of Cor- 
ruption, which of thoſe Principles will give the Law 


to the other , which the avowed and which the con- 
cealed Motives to Actions that Heaven and Earth 


are impibuſly called upon to juſtify, while both are 
thinned and cheated by their Conſequences, To the 
common Obſerver indeed, this Judgment 1s not fo 

obvious, 


(14). 
obvious, as it well might be; were he but ad. 
mitted into the Secret of moſt eecle/iaflical Diſſen- 
tions and of their Effects on Civil Society; ; or were 
he not precluded rather, by the various Obſtacles | 
thrown in his Way by thoſe who derive great Ad- 
vantages from his Ignorance. A Hiſtory, therefore, 
of Inquiſitions and Perſecutions, however invidious 
fuch a Taſk may be, and however it may affect 
Numbers of every Denomination, from the firſt Eſta- 
bliſhment of Chriſtianity to the Time in which J 
am writing, would, if well executed, be a great, 
a noble, and uſeful Undertaking. I ſpatiate but 
lightly through ſo wide a Field, although ſome- 
what muſt be ſaid to enforce my Argument, and 
convey that Idea of Things, which it ſo much im- 
Porteth the Public, at this Time, to entertain. 


I believe it will be eaſily granted me, becauſe it 
cannot be denied; that, for many Ages paſt, the 
political Eſtabliſhments of almoſt every Party have 
entered but too deeply into the Conſtruction and 
Creation of their ſeveral eccleſiaſtical Syſtems ; That 
what ſhould be the Patient, in theſe Eſtabliſhments, 
became in fact the Agent; and that the Divine 
Goſpel hath but too frequently been tortured to 
favor the moſt repugnant Doctrines, and ſanctify 
the moſt extravagant Opinions. If this hath but 
too manifeſtly been the Caſe, in every Chriſtian 
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(15) 

Community, Greek, and (a) Roman, Papiſt and 
Proteſtant; and if the Conſequences have produced 
much Woe, Irreligion and Miſery in the World: 
Every Attempt to develope the Cauſes and expoſe 
the Eſects, deſerves the Attention of the Public; 
3 and the preſent Attempt, mean as it is, will, we 
hope (from this Senſe of Neceſſity and Utility) 
2 obtain a favorable Hearing from Readers: of all 

Ranks. 


To ſuch a Plan , Detection, and to the Experi- 6 

ence which every Day confirmed, more and more, 

the Truths it unfolded; we owe that happy Eman- 

cipation from Prejudices, which hath already taken 

Place in ſeveral Countries on the Continent. The 

Diſeaſes of Opinion, like many others, will ſooner 

or later bring their own Cure; eſpecially where 

Opinion, which borrows its chief Force from Cir- 

cumſtances and Conjunctures, and varies with 
them; (governs by that Force alone, or but faint! 


without it. Time brings forward the Takt of 


(a ) This, by a peculiar j 7 doth not affect the 

Catholic Church whoſe Tenets are invariable: Should -the 

3 Romian Pontiff, whoſe Supremacy is neceſſary to the Preſerva- 

| tion of Unity, propoſe others as relative to them; ſuch 
. Do ctrines muſt ſtand or fall by the Evidence or Inevidence 
of their Relation. The Holy See doth not preſs any fuch, as 

* Articles of Faith, untill approved and received by the whole 

I Church. As Head in Conjunction with this Body, we be- 
lieve her infallible by the Promiſes of Chriſt, Her Commiſſion 


4 extends to the A the Articles of war Faith : * 
cannot make any. 


Nature, 


. r 3 3 ” i 


( 6 -+ 
Nature, and diſpels the gaudy Cloud. The reign- 
ing Extravagancies are more or leſs dropped, as 
freſh Circumftances call forth other and better Opi- 
nions; as temporary Doctrines veer about with 
every Wind of temporary Eftabl: iſhment ; as all rea- 
ſonable Men muſt, on ſumming up the long In- 
ventory of Error, find themſelves perplexed not edi- 
fied, ſoured not [7 frened, in endleſs Rotations of irre- 
ligious Debate; and, in fine, as the moral Agency 
of this World cannot long endure the Calamities 
of ſpiritual Warfare, where Knowledge is en- 
or at or any Freedom of Debate tolerated. 


The TW of the Court of Rome, it muſt be 
confeſſed, gave the Clue to many of the Political 
Evils which exerciſed and waſted Chriftendom, for 
ſeveral Ages Would to God that this Part of her 
Conduct were not /o much copied, while others of a 
more benign and religious Aſpect are ſo much 
evaded and vilified! But to return from ſo un- 
pleaſing a Reflection. It cannot be forgot by what 
Means, nor doth it hurt our Holy Religion to ſnew 
ſor what Ends, ſhe governed this Part of the 
World, from the Ninth to the Sixteenth Century: 
| How, by blending 7. emporal Power with her Spiri- 
tual Authority, ſhe extended a Sort of Juriſdiction 
over maſt, although not all the Kingdoms of the 
Feſt: A Species of Dominion for which, certain- 
ly, ſhe had no Divine Legation; which, in moſt In- 
Aances, ſhe conducted but very indifferently ; and 
which, in ſome, ſhe exerciſed very arbitrarily. 


This 


118 
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Evils, re-eſtabliſhed the cruel Perſecutions cloſed 


up by Conſtantine. The (b) Genuine I que of lawleſs 


Rule, was nurſed and matured under the Chr, 
tian Diſpenſation : And the Alternatrve of believing 
or not believing certain Points of Doetrine became, 
once again, the Means of Security or Miſery, even in 
this World. It was ſoon forgot (what hath been ſo 
warmly preſſed home to the Heathen Inquiſitors by 
the Chriſtian Apologiſts) It was ſoon forgot, I ſay, 


that Active Obedience to the Civil Government was ſuf- 


fictent for all the Purpoſes of Cruil Subjection; that no 
People ought to be puniſhed for Doctrines incommuni- 
cable with the Idea of political Oeconomy; ſuch truly 
as, being productive of no political Evil, left no 
Room for the Exerciſe of that Principle on which alone, 


Perſecution, on the Score of Kn Is zl any Degree 


war rantable. 


This ſame Sovereignty of the Roman Court, thus 
ſpread upon the broad Baſe of the Catholic Religion, 
and in Appearance better calculated for Duration 
than that of its antient Cæſars, was overturned al- 
moſt in an Inſtant ; and that by the ſlighteſt Acci- 
dent that can well be.—A Quarrel between diffe- 
rent Factions of German Fryers preſented the Occa- 
ſion, and Princes long vexed by the Roman Uſur- 
pations emproved it. — When a Preach is once 


made in crazy Conftitutrons, many Circumſtances 


will concur to render a Revolution ain Such 


{b ) See the Divine Legation of Moſes. Vol. 1. p. 304. 3og. 
0 "3 C Circumſtances 


This temporal Sovereignty, amongſt its other 


(18) 
Circumſtances concurred in ibis And, to render 
it the more durable, it was deemed expedient 79 
ſet aſide the Faith, as well as temporal Authority, of 
Fas Holy See, which firſt diſplayed the Light c of the 
_ to the Y/eſtern World. 


How far ſo wide a Breach 1 to 1 Quiet or 
adminiſtred to the Peace of Chriſtendom, I do not 
determine. Thus far, however, I will be bold to 
aſſert, without the Dread of being refuted, that 
the Roman-Catholic Religion hath nothing to account 
for, with regard to the falſe Steps taken in any 
Age by the Roman-Court. I may boldly advance 
alſo, That its farreſt Champions have, in al/ Ages, 
not only contended againſt them, but, in ſome Coun- 
tries, ſet them at Defiance; and that without any 


Breach of Chriſtian Unity. Their Reſiſtance was in 


Favor of civil Liberty and the Rights of the 


Church ; they obtained both as far as they could well 


be obtained 1 in dark Times, not over favorable to 
either, Such then was the Spirit of the beſt and 
ableſt Miniſters of the Carholic Church; and let 


it be obſerved, that while they inceſſantly preached 


Submiſſion io the Eſtabliſhed Government (be the State 
Religion Heathen or Chriſtian) they never alfurdly 
meant to exclude this neceſſary Submiſſion, from 


its due Activity, under the beſt and wileſt Forms of 


political Oeconomy. Under ſuch Conſtitutions this 
Relrgion flouriſhed %% and mot; unleſs we except 
thoſe Times in which it was moſt perſecuted. — 


We need not quit our own Countries of Britain and 


Treland for Forms of a free Government z which, 


it 
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(19) 
if Greece or antient Rome ever equalled, they cer- 
tainly never ſurpaſſed. The antient Saxons were the 


freeſt People in the World: And, to come nearer 


our own Times, the Laws and Regulations ſubſe- 
quent to the Norman Conqueſt are, to this Day, 
the Foundation of all our Liberties; and can never 
be repealed, while any Remains of a free Govern- 
ment exiſt in theſe Iſlands. Such excellent Laws 


ſhew what a whole Roman-Catholic Nation have 


done, at various Times, in Favor of civil Liberty: 
And ſhew alſo how little they wanted the Aſſiſtance, 
or feared the Oppolition of the Roman-Court in thoſe 
Struggles; and all this in Times when the World 
was worſe informed, and when the Meaſures of Obe- 


dience to the Roman See were worſe aſcertained, than 
at preſent. | 


The great CHARTER of Britiſh Liberties was ob- 


tained, and the Conſtitution of the preſent Government 
was brought almoſt to its Perfection, in the Days of 


Popery. Then, and I think then only, flouriſhed 


the admirable Inſtitution of annual Parliaments, 


once tought the Key-Stone of this mighty Fabric 


of Freedom; and then were made thoſe Regulations 


concerning the Choice of Repreſentatives, on 
which our Elef1ons proceed, in a great Meaſure, to 


this very Day. It will not be ſaid, that Popery and 


Slavery were convertible Terms in thoſe happy 
Times; in our own they are, and the Public 


ſuffers by their being ſo. 


<q + 1 
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Thus are we as much indebted to our Popiſh 
Anceſtors for our Liberties as for our Exiſtence. — 


How ſo known a Truth could never operate hither- 


to in Favor of the Roman-Catholics of theſe King- 
doms: How the Children ſhould have fo ſmall a 
Share in the hereditary Rights of the Fathers, 
would ſeem inconceiveable, if it were not known 
that political Gratitude is the fainteſt of all the 
Virtues; and if it were not known alſo, that the 
whole Obligation was cancelled by the Oppoſition 
of this Party to the Spiritual Conſtitution eſtabliſh- 
ed in Britain by Henry the Eighth and his Succeſ- 
ſor.—Such ſudden Revolutions, eſpecially in rel:- 
gious Concerns, can not be brought about without 


great Violence, how juſtifiable ſoever it may be, 


and how fatal ſoever to the Public. A Struggle of 
this Nature produced a violent Civil War in Br:- 
tain, ſo late as the Year ſixteen Hundred and for- 
ty: The be/i and nobleſt Part of the Nation was, in 
the Iſſue of it, proſcribed and butchered by the 
worſt and meaneſt. The eſtabliſhed Church was 
overturned, and a King of England loſt his Life by 
the Hands of the public Executioner, for endeavor- 
ing to preſerve that ſpiritual QEconomy, which 
his Son, by a happier Turn in his Fortune, reſto- 
red, together with the Monarchy, in | ſixteen Hun- 
dred and ſixty. 


The Parties, who ſtuck to the eſtabliſhed Reli- 


gion in Henry the Eighth's and Charles the Firſt's 


Reigns, acted the Part becoming Freemen and 
good 
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(21) 


good Men, ſo far as a Change of Religion was con- 


cerned: And yet this Adherence to our beft Princi- 


ple, became the moſt irremiſſible of all Crimes, in 


the Conception of their Adverſaries; and it was pu- 


niſhed accordingly, without Mercy or Diſcrimina- 
tion. A Sir Thomas More bled in the firſt Caſe, a 


King of Britain in the ſecond ; and who, in this 
Age, can be found hardy enough to advance, that 


the Oppoſition in both was not laudable, although, 
perhaps, ſeveral Steps taken in the Courſe of it 
might not beſo 2 The Principle was good; the bad 


Conduct, a Fault of the Men, not of the Cauſe. 


The Oppoſition in the former Inſtance, brought a- 
bout the Re-eſtabliſhment of the Catholic Religion, 


under Queen Mary; that in the other, reſtored 
the Epiſcopal Church, under Charles the Second. 


Thus far the Caſes are parellel: The Judgment 
formed on them, as ditant as Heaven and Earth. 
The Oppoſition of the Papr/ts, at the Beginning of 


the Reformation, is called the Works of Hiolence 


and Faction; that of the Epiſcopal Church to the 
Parliamentarians 1s extolled as the nobleſt Effort of 


Religion and Virtue; while the Preſbyterians judge 


equally of both as the Effects of fierce Zeal, aided 
by Tyranny and Superſtition. Thus are falſe Opinions 
propagated by the Aſſociation of temporary and un- 
relative Maxims; and in Proportion to their ill 
Tendency Mankind ſuffer. —While Power and 
Magiſtrature are warped by ſuch oblique Judg- 
ments, no Wonder if Roman-C: tholics, ſo long the 
Objects of popular Hatred, ſhould, to this Day, 
lye expoled to the Strokes * that Hatred dic- 


Zales; 
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tates; when, if their Caſe had been viewed in all 
the Lights, which Truth exhibits and Nature de- 
mands, Men in Power muſt run to their Succour, 
unbind their Chains, and ſave to the Public all 
the Miſchiefs it ſuffers on their Account. 

That they deſerve the Favor, and prompt the 
Encouragement of our Legiſlature, in as high a 
Degree, as any Set of Recuſants ever did or can 
merit them; I ſhall prove in the Sequel, by 
many Facts and Arguments. I go on here 
Jan ſome hiſtorical Truths introductory to 
them. 


Mary, the Daughter of Henry the Eighth, by Ka- 
tharine of Arragon, came to the Throne in 7aly, 
fifteen hundred and fifty three, and reſtored the 
Religion ſet aſide by her Brother, Edward the 
Sixth: Had this Princeſs purſued ſuch a Conduct as 
that held by Charles the Second, in a parallel Caſe, 
it would be well for her, and the Party ſhe eſpou- 
ſed. —Inſtead of doing ſo, ſhe turned the Edge of 
the new penal Laws againſt the Proteſtants, with 
furious Reprizals. She rewarded Occaſional Con- 
formity with the Temptations of Security and Pow- 
er; and puniſhed Men on the Score of Religion, 
the e Teſt of their Probity ; conſtruing that Sin- 
cerily into a Crime, which in Fact was a real Virtue 
—deeming Perſons Enemies to the cv] Govern- 
mert, "tg only were Diſſenters from the Church 
which ſhe and her Parliaments re-eſtabliſhed; or 
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(23) 
if they were Enemies, they were made ſuch in 


Conſequence of her Conduct, and of the Puniſh- 
ments ſhe inflicted. — That bh the Parties indeed 


equally revered the Conſtitution, is undeniable: 


Yet, with a Fatality peculiar to Eccleſiaſtic Warfare, 
each, in the ſeveral Interludes of Power, ſuſpended 
or abuſed this Conſtitution, in Favor of their par- 
ticular Syſtems of Religion. — The Guards of Bri- 
ziſh Liberty liſted under the Standard of Perſecution, 
and the prevailing Faction formed a Conſpiracy 


| which thinned, debaſed and ungoſpeled a great 


and powerful Nation. Spiritual Revenge, there- 
fore, not good Policy, governed Queen Mary's 
Councils.—a different Spirit, on the Reſtauration 
of Charles the Second, quieted, in a great Degree, 
theſe Kingdoms. . 


Under Queen Elizabeth, and in the firſt Year of 
her Reign, the Roman Catholic Religion was proſcri- 
bed — The Reformers, dreading no Miſchief but 
from the defeated Party, worked the Minds of the 


People to a determined Hatred of the Roman- Re- 
 ligion ;, confounding its divine Doctrine with the Ac- 


tions of Men, who ab»y/edit. In this angry Tem- 
per, the Legiſlature paſſed the ſevereſt Laws that 


could well be imagined againſt the Fapiſts, without 


Diſtinction. And theſe Laws were, for ſome 


Time, executed-with Rigor. 


Now it was that the Roman- Catholics received bitter 
Retribution for their own violent proceedings in Q- 
. Mary's 
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Mary's Reign; ſo true it is that Violence, in ſome 


Shape or other, becomes its own Avenger: Loſing 
the Affection, the Induſtry and the Lives of Num- 
bers, if it ſucceeds ; deteſted, perſecuted and ruin- 
ed, if it fails. —But to return. The Court of 


Rome, now baffled and exhauſted by the Defection 


of ſo many Kingdoms, ſet all her Arts in Motion 
to traverſe the Efe&s, and break the Meaſures of 
the Spirit exerted againſt her.— The Proſcription 
of the Catholic Party in Britain was ſeemingly no 
unfavorable Event for her, in this View.—Inſtead 
of preaching Patience to thoſe who adhered to her 


Communion, (what the Goſpel requires, in ſuch a 


Caſe, and what good Policy required in 7his,) ſhe 
attempted to ſpirit, them up to Rebellion, by ab- 


ſolving them from all Obedience to their lawful - 


Sovereign, whom ſhe, at this Time, ſolemnly ex- 


communicated: But theſe Thunders of the Vati- 


can did no Execution, except on the Heads of the 
Roman-Catholics themſelves. For, this Procedure, ill- 
judged as it was ill-timed, redoubled the Stripes 
of the penal Laws in England; and that to a De- 
gree of Severity, which the Temper of the Britiſh 


Nation could not endure for a Moment in the 
Preſent Age, nor the Spirit of Liberty countenance 


In any. 


In ſuch a Ferment (for, in a Deduction of this 
Nature, the Truth can not be cleared, without do- 


ing Juſtice to every heated Party) In ſuch a Fer- 
ment, I fay, the Clergy, from their ſeveral Pulpits, 


loaded the Sufferers with Principles, which in Fact 


were 
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were enough to juſtifiy the ſevereſt Perſecutions 
under Heaven; and which no vigilant Government 


could bear with a Moment, were they but as 
thoroughly believed by the Governors, as they were 


loudly charged by the Preachers. But, in Reality, 


thoſe Principles are too abominable to be eſpouſed 


by any Sect; ſuch as the Roman-Religion abhorred at 
all Times, and the worſt of which the Roman-Court 


Herſelf renounced and deteſted, in the Zenith of 


her Power. —However, it is a Fact not to be diſ- 


puted, that Churchmen preached, Stateſmen en- 


couraged, and that the credulous Multitude al- 
lowed theſe Repreſentations ; which, for the Credit 


of Chriſtianity, we would wiſh blotted out of the 


Records of Time, if in this very Abuſe of it, much 
edifying Inſtruction were not conveyed with re- 
gard to the Nature of Parties in general : The 


Views with which they ſet out, what Goal it is they 
earneſtly drive at, and what Judgment we are to 


form of the Profeſſions and avowed Principles of 


Societies, who contend for Power. From ſuch a a 
Conduct, and from Times ſo exaſperated, little 


Moderation could be expected; and no Wonder, if, 


in Conſequence of it, (notwithſtanding the wiſe 


Diſtinction recommended by the Queen, between 


5 Papiſts in Conſcience, and Papiſts in Faction) ſome 


19 Catholics, ruined on one Hand; hurried 


1 on by the Paſſions of human Nature on the orher ; 
L | Gould run into unwarrantable Lengths, which, 
as no Religion can juſtify, ſo, none, without the 
} higheſt Injuſtice, can be made. accountable for 
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But this was not all: The Gun-powder-plot, in 


the ſucceeding Reign, gave the finiſhing Blow to 
the Roman- Catholic Party in England, and that ſo mor- 
tally as to merit, from that Day to this, an Anni- 
verſary Deprecation of the treaſonable Spirit of Fo- 
pery, in the Church Service. And yet, of all the 
Plots that ever diſgraced Humanity, this was of 
the Number which ſhould laſt and leaſt affect the 
Credit, Religion, or Loyalty of any Party.— Thir- 
teen obſcure Miſcreants only, Men of deſperate 
Minds, and of deſperate Fortunes, as they are tru- 
ly repreſented in K. Fames's own Proclamation, 
engaged in this infernal Conſpiracy !—engaged in 
it alone and unſupported \—The Roman-Catholics of 
England innocent.—Not a Perſon of Credit, Rank 
or Name charged! And yet fatally, hat happened 
in this Caſe, what to the Diſcredit of Mankind 
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1 happens but too often in others of the like Nature: 
"8 The 'whole Body ſuffered for the Crimes of a fem 
= frotten Members; and what was chargeable on Guilt 3 
© "= | only, was placed to the Account of that holy Reli- 3 
: gion which forbids it under the Penalty of the ſe- 1 


| | vereſt divine Judgment. 


2 1 0 highly worth the Reader's while to reſt here 
a little, and conſider this Period of our Hiſtory 
with great Attention — In ſuch a Retroſpect, let 
him judge, whether the Incident here recorded, 
was 2 ſufficient Foundation for the Abridgement of 
Natural, or even the Suſpenſion, of Civil. Rights? 

Whether 
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_ > Adverſaries, and puniſh them indiſeriminately, on 
\, that Preſumption, as the worſt of Men? Can there 
n bea greater Injury in the Execution of a fingle Pri- 
FF © ſoner, without a legal Tryal, than in that of a 
k 2 whole People ?—When any Member of our Legiſ. 
-d lature revolves in his Mind this Event of the Pow- 
d © der-Plot, with many more of the like Nature, let 
e: him lay his Hand to his Heart and feel here, 
1 which Emotion ſnoud be uppermoſt, Iudgnation, 
il; or Pity ?—If it be the latter, he will have the Pub- 
. lie, almoſt to a Man, againſt him: That worthy, 
e- that amiable Paſſion will hardly find any Place 
here: The Youth who are one Day to compoſe 
our two Houſes of Parliament, are guarded againſt 
ere A it, by anniverſary holy Days, Sermons, and Impre- 
ry * cations —How can Minds, thus pre- occupied, thus 
let filled with: Eccleſiaſtica! Abborrence, be eyer 
ed. brought to ſtretch a Hand, to this devoted People? 
of Or muſt not every Member, under ſuch Pre- en- 
82 4 | gagements, ſtart at the Thought of a Repeal of the 
ber penal Laws 5 againft them? He certainly mult ; and 
15 FW | "RS = e 


627 
Whether the Spirit of Ecclefiaſtic Hatred (too bad 
to be owned, and which we ſtrive to conceal, even 
from ourſelves) is not more buſy in ſuch Interdicts, 
than any other. What terrible Examples have we 
not of this Impotentia anims, this wretched Minute- 
neſs of Mind in the Story of Mankind?—What 
Lover of Order in our ſublunary, World, would not 
wiſh that ſome Law were formed to curb it, to 
reſtrain as far as poſſible that fern Spirit, which 


impels to believe the worſt of our Ecclefiaftical 


628) 
this is the Cavſe of our divine —Sure 1 am, 
that Truths in Abundance can be produced of the 
lamentable Conduct of Papiſts, in every Age, could 
it ſerve any Purpoſe to charge their Religion with any 
Deviations from ir. Why then any Accumulation 
of Crimes, no way founded on Facts, if not to 
perpetuate Rancor, and diſturb the Harmony with- 
out which the State of Nature is preferable to political 
Society ? When will theſe young Men (who are one 
Day to compoſe our Legiſlature) be taught, that, 
in this long Warfare of Dogmatic Theology, where- 
in ſo little appears to be aſcertained, much Charity 
'ought to be exerted; or that People of all Profeſſi- 
ons fall into thoſe Public as well as private Derange- 
ments, which their Religion ever warranted ? That, 
as there may be anti. conſtitutional Papiſts in theſe 
Kingdoms, as well as anti-conſtitutional Proteſtants, 
the Innocent ſhould not ſuffer with the Guiliy? That 
«the ſame Meaſures ought to be diſpenſed to Bou; 
and this by a legal (c) TEST for the Detection 
of the one, as well : as "008 other 9.--+ But to re- 
turn. | N 


The eccleſiaſtical Confuſions of the ſixteentn 


Century were not leſs fatal in England than in Ire- 


land. In one Reſpect; they proved more violent 


in zhis Country, and conſequently more bloody in 


their Effects. In England, the great Changes of 


— Religion were made under the Sanction of Law, 


(c) See the Divine Legation of Moſes. 1 Edit. vol. 1. * 1 
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by ſuch a Repreſentation of the Nation in Parlia- 


ment, as the ſeveral prevailing Parties had Influence 
enough to procure; and the Minds of the Majo- 


rity were quieted by ſeeing ſuch Changes counte- 


nanced by all the Forms of a legal Eſtabliſhment. 
In Ireland, where this conſtitutional Right was o- 
mitted, and that in an Affair of fo much Im- 


portance, the chief Men of landed Property, and 


conſequently the Body of the People, oppoſed the 
Reformation: And (d) this they had a good Right 


to do, with the Language of the Conſtitution and 


of Nature on their Side. Be the Religion of any 
Country good or bad, an Oppoſition of this Com- 
plexion, even to the pureſt Mode of Worſhip, is 


not a Vice, but a real Virtue; and little Virtue can 
ſurely exiſt, where any eſtabliſned Religion be- 


comes an indifferent Concern, and where any other 


is ſuddenly and implicitely received, without the 
common Forms of legal Debate. This People, 
who never could -bear with a Treatment of ſuch a 
Nature from the Roman-Court herſelf, in her high- 


eſt Elevation, would not bear it from any other. 


Here then, and here alone, we may diſcover the 
Seeds and the Womb of moſt of thoſe Evils which 


diſtracted; diſgraced and peeled this Nation, from 


the firſt Commencement of eccleſiaſtical Diſcord, in 


the Year fifteen hundred and thirty ſeven, to the 


(4) This then is a Fundamental of the political Laws con. 
cerning Religion : that, when the State is at Liberty to re- 


ceive, or to reject a new Religion, it 0UGHT 10 be rejected; when 


it is received, it ought to be tolerated. Spirit of Laws. Dub. 
Edit. Vol. ii. P. 159. 
thorough 
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(30) 
thorough Tratiflation of all Power from the Pepiſh 


into the Proteſtant Scale, in ſixteen hundred and 
r one. 


No Man of any Knowledge in our Hiſtory, no 
Perſon of any common Share of Candor, Judg- 
ment, or good Senſe, will ſay that I have exagge- 


rated or miſrepreſented Matters in this ſhore but neceſ- 


fary Deduction. Truth can never be ſerved by 


the Defence or Concealment of any Error. Let me 


not profane it in the Vindication of the crooked Steps 
taken by either Party, in their Struggles for Power. 
Each, I believe, are to blame; and the Roman 
Catholics the more, as they could certainly exhibit 
the more edifying Examples of that Moderation 
and Forbearance, fo warmly ineulcated by a Reli- 
gion which nothing could diſcredit more, than the 
licentious Lives and perverſe Conduct of ſorne of 


its Votaries. This is the only Repreſentation that 


Truth will bear; and whoever undertakes the 
Vindication of any Party, but upon the Principles 
here advanced, will find himſelf grey: out in a 
moral as well a8 e e , 7515 


Bringing this Argiditiens/ therefore; to the only 
Teſt that Truth will warrant, and Candor explain; 
let it be fairly acknowledged, that the Barbarities 
of thoſe ill-fated Times, above deſcribed, are not 
Juſtifiable by any Religion that nom exiſts, or (I 
think) that ever did exiſt in the World; although 
they may be ſich as every Party will defend, or 
condemn, according to the different Situations of 

Power, 
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Power, or Servitude, in which Fortune may place 
F them. We know what Effects ſuch contrary. Situ- 
* ations have on the Minds and Opinions of frail 
3 Mortals : how, overheated by falſe Zeal, ſwelled 
$ with Faction, or elated with Victory, they would 
3 impoſe upon many, and would impoſe upon them 
= felves, that they acted from honeſt Motryes, and that 

they contended for Religion and Liberty, when they 

deviated moſt from the true Principles of. both, Such 
1 Convulſions, therefore, (for the Sake of the Public, 
ſeo long miſled and abuſed) ſhould be referred 
do their true Cauſes: to the Ambition and Malignity 
£ of Men, not to any Scheme of Chriſtian Religion on 
5 Earth, however perverſely ſuch Men may ſtretch 
and torture Religion to ſanctify the e of their 
own Conduct and *. 
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It is Ti ime, God knows, we ſhould grow wiſe, 
by all this dear-bought Experience, ſince ſo great a 
Part of our Happineſs, as Members of Society, 
and of our. Peace, as Fellow-citizens, muſt reſult 
from it. The Cauſes of former Diſturbances in 
Ireland are now no more. Let not the Effects, 
when ſuch Cauſes are removed, remain; to prey 
upon our good Senſe, our Induſtry, and our Morals. 
The Proteſtant Religion is long eſtabliſhed by Law 
among us, with all the Power and Property in the 
Kingdom on its Side. The Roman Catholics revere 
our Conſtitution, and have been long obedient to 
this Government by Principle as well as Practice; 
8 or, if there be any among them in Enmity to 
Þ cither, a legal TEST may be framed, to diſtin- 
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guiſn the Elf of Government from the Reprobate. 


What more can the Legiſlature require ? If the 
Roman-Catholics of this Land warred originally on 
the Reformation, with the Conſtitution and a fafe 
Conſcience on their Side, can they be ſuppoſed 
(without a Degree of Infatuation, hitherto un- 
known among Men) to do ſo now, with both con- 
ſciouſly againſt them? may not Circumſtances and 


Cynjunctures concur to juſtify any Reſiſtance, which, 
in other and ſettled Times, would be unjuſtifiable to 


all Law, Reaſon, and Religion ? Is there no Diffe- 
rence between receiving and giving the Attack? 


between a controverted and a recognized Eſtabliſh- 


ment ? in Fact, although a different Religion may 
render the Roman-Catholics of Ireland a more favor- 


ed, yet none can render them a more obedient Party 


of Subjects, than hat they now profeſs : a Conſi- 


deration which alone ſhould recommend their CASE 


to the Attention of the preſent Parliament, on 
whom alone it reſts to render them, by one ſhort 
Bill, as zſeful as they are obedient to this Govern- 
ment. In the preſent Temper (aided by Know- 
ledge, and formed by Experience) ſo much Loyalty 


cannot be rewarded with a State of Servitude; nor 
will the Proſperity of this Nation be /u/pended, for 


the Sake of any zheological Diſputes which interfere 
not with it; for the Sake of Doctrines which chiefly 
regard the private, not the political Morals of 
Mankind. 


In ſuch a Light muſt this Argument be under- 


ſtood, if every political like every moral Truth ” 


(33) 


of Importance to Society. We ſhould all antici- 
pate the Knowledge of our Poſterity on this Sub- 
ject, leaving it as little in their Power, to reproach 


us with the Want of it, as it] is in our own to 
proſper without it. - Let us not be deceived by the 
Declarations of ſome Papiſts formerly in Ireland. 
defending their Acts of Violence by pretended 


Principles of Religion : As well might we charge 


the Religion of Proteſtants with the Proceedings in 
St. Stephen's Chappel, from the Yearſixteen hundred 
and forty two, to the Year ſixteen hundred and 
ſixty. It is eaſy to diſcern, that Religion, even 


the pureſt, is no better than a mere Lesbian Rule 
in the Heat of theſe political Paroxiſms. The 
Wiſeſt of both Parties (Proteſtants and Papiſts) held 


good Principles, even in thoſe tempeſtuous Times, 
and ſuffered for them. Our ſtate Diſtemperature 
is now all over, and the Patient is recovered. The 
little Vitality left hath ſprung up anew, by the Uſe 
of thoſe Specifics which Nature, Time, and Reli- 


gion prepared and adminiſtered. If this be the 


Caſe, and the Caſe of the Roman-Catholics in parti- 
cular, the Nation ſhould no longer ſuffer by their 


Puniſhment. All the Corroſives of Government 


ſhould be laid aſide, if there be no Intereſt, real 
or ideal, to neceſſitate their Continuance : And as, 
in the preſent Caſe, there can, in fact, be no pub 
lic ar private Intereſt anſwered by cauſtic Remedies, 
the Pains they produce ſhould be ſuſpended, or re- 


. ſerved for the proper Objects of them; for the 
Enemies of our excellent Conſtitution, of all De- 


7 nominations. Until this is done, until we qualify 


E b all 


(3) -- 
all the loyal Hands in the Nation, to labor for the 
Nation, IRELAND, it is much to be feared, cannot 
ſoon-arrive; to that Pitch of Wealth, Proſperity, 7 
and Happineſs, to which it is ſo fairly intituled, by 1 
its Climate, Soil, ang Situation. 5 1 


þ Thus hs have I taken Pains, to explain the 7 
Cauſes and unfold the &ffefs of our eccleſiaſtical 9 
Broils, and of our political Miſtakes conſequent 
of them, from the Commencement of the ſixteenth 
Century to the preſent Time : enough indeed, to 
create a Doubt in nauy, whether the Profeſſion of 
Religion, during hat Period, hath produced more 
Good or Hurt in the World: I have, it is hoped, 1 
reduced thoſe Miſtakes to their true Principles; to 
ſach.as have borrowed their Activity more from tge 
Paſſions and Weakneſſes of contending Parties, than 
from that /ound Gags; which never deviates from 
the Paths of Nature. To inveſtigate better Prin- 4 
ciples, (what alone muſt. produce better Conduct ) 
appears happily to be the Labor, as it is moſt evi- 
dently the Intereſt, of the ' preſent Generation: 
And yet, after all; it-muſt be honeſtly confeſſed, 
that while the Legiſlature of this Kingdom appear 
convmced, that the Profeſſors of the Roman- Religion / 
are Enemies to the political Conſtitution of their 

Country, they cannot, conſiſtently with that Con- WM 
vittion, reſiſt any Arguments, nor forego. any © 

| Means, for reſtraining: thoſe Hands which {upon NM 
that Preſumption) muſt, if at Liberty, 'overturn © 

both the Conſtitution and them; although ſo wiſe 

A Body cannot, at the lame Time, but feel, that, 38 


(35). 


in Proportion to the Rigor of ſuch Reftraints and 
the Numbers reſtrained, this ill-fated Nation muſt 
be more or leſs affected in its Proſperity, Conſe- 
quence, and Strength. What have the Roman- 
Catholics to do, as good Subjects and as honeſt 
Men, but to attempt the Removal of this Pre- 
poſſeſſion from the Minds of our national Re- 


preſentatives, who want but the Concurrence of 


all loyal Parties to render all happy ? Should 
ſuch a Duty be poſtponed, on the ill- grounded 
Preſumption of its being premature; on the bare 
Notion of its Inutility until Time teacheth what 
the Roman- Catholic Religion really is, not what 
it is ſuppoſed to be ?—a vague, timid Notion it-muſt 


be; the Reſult of long Deſpondency, and of Ina 


ference, the Conſequence of it. If the Forbearance 


of ſuch a Duty be, at ſome Times, prudent, when 


the ſickened Temper of a Nation heaves againſt 
any Compoſition with ecclefaftical Diſſenters vit 
cannot ſurely be fo at the preſent, when our clerical 
Wounds are ſkinned over, and when political Diſ 
ſenters alone appear to be the Objects of legiſlative 
Animadverſion. The Roman-Catholics ſhould cer- 


tainly avail themſelves of this happy Diſpoſition, 


and promiſe themſelves and the Nation happy Con- 


ſequences from the Wiſdom which produced it: 
Their oun hath preceded it, a long Time, and no- 


thing ſeems wanting, to demonſtrate their Co-ope- 
ration with the Public, but a Declaration of - their 


SYS A” EET 


| vernment. Aub a Recognition, 3 to an In- 
tegrity of Conduct evidently correſpondent with it, 
muſt acquit them effectually to their King, to their 


E 2 Country, 


111 
Country, and to Mankind; muſt remove from 
themſelves all the Blame of national Sufferings on 
their Account. | | 


Previous to ſuch a Declaration in Favour of the 


Government, I thought an Eſſay of this Kind not 


unſeaſonable.—I have ſhewn, that the Roman-Ca- 
tholics are obliged, by their Religion, to pay active 
Obedience to any Government, under which they 
are protected, be the ecclefiaſtical Conſtitution of 


that Government ever ſo different from their own 


particular Mode of Worſhip.—I have ſhewn alſo, 
that the Facts, which ſeemingly oppoſe this Truth, 
have been owing chiefly to the Paſſions which prompt, 
not to the Religion which forbids all Reſiſtance to 
legal Magiſtrature. Theſe Truths I purpoſe to 


illuſtrate in the Sequel, by a further DeduQtion of 


Proofs; ſome drawn from the Experience, and 
ſtrengthened by the Examples of other Nations; 
ſome deduced from the Nature, the Relation, and 
the Repugnance of the Things themſelves ; and 
others from thoſe Exigencies of State which muſt, 


ſooner or later, ſuperſede all inveterate Pre-occu- 
pations. 


But whatever Pains I may take, I am conſcious 
enough of the little Attention paid to Diſcourſes on 
ſo unpopular a Subject as this, without the Activity 
and Concurrence of the Party in whoſe Favor they 
are publiſhed. I muſt therefore, once again, preſs 
It on the Roman-Catholics to exert themſelves on the 
Approach of the next Seſſion of Parliament, en- 

S OAT” "id 
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4 
couraged as they are by the rare Felicity of the 
Times, in the Government of a Monarch whoſe 


Conduct, through the Courſe of no ſhort Reign, 
hath been an unvaried Attention to the Good of 


theſe Nations; encouraged by a Parliament, who, 


following the royal Example, are equally inflexible 
in the Promotion of public Happineſs ; encouraged 


alſo by the Conſciouſneſs of their own Uprightneſs 


and Loyalty A ſolemn DECLARATION of 
which, ſuch a Government as ours can never re- 


ject, in its preſent Temper. Under ſuch AU- 


SPICES they may prefer their Complaints with 
Confidence; and who can ſay but that the 


Redreſs of them is preſerved to complete the Glo- 


ries of GEORGE the Second's Reign? Too many 
among this Party, I am ſorry to ſay, are grown 


= Iiftleſs and indifferent, with regard to Pain or Li- 
berty; like Men long confined, they ſooth them- 
= ſelves into an unmanly Stupefaction; grow regard- 


leſs of all Events, and think of nothing above or 


beyond the preſent Condition, Let this political A- 


pathy be never ſo general, it ought to be ſhaken 
off. No merit can reſult from the Silence of 


Grievances, which ought to be known to the Pub- 


| K lic, as it is affected by them; and known to the 

% Legiſlature alſo, as that alone can redreſs them. 
What then have the Roman-Catholics to fear ? 
Their Conduct, for near ſeventy Years paſt, ſpeaks 

1 greatly and loudly in their Favour. Like good 
F Subjects, and like Men, let them ſhew, in the 
* Face of Mankind, That this Conduct is more the 
| Effect of a . Principle, than the Conſe- 


quence 


50 
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quence of their Inability to betray it, an active not 
a negative and doubiful Virtue. By declaring, in 
this Manner, their Affection to our political Con- 
ſtitution, (however excluded from the Rights, to 
which hh a Declaration and uch a Conſtitution 
muſt intitule them) the moſt obſtmate Prejudice 
cannot but be in a great Degree diſarmed; and 
the many Evils this Kingdom labors under at pre- 
ſent, on their Account, may be in Part, or in the 
Wile, removed. 


% 


That their Conduct hitherto hath been the Ef- 


fect of an aclive and religious Principle, they muſt 
ſhew, by a ſolemn Profeſſion, That “ they owe 
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claration from the Roman-Catholics of Ireland, pre- 


all political Obedience to the preſent Govern- 


ment, as it hath been long eſtabliſhed by Lay: 


That they do not owe the Pope, or any other 
foreign Potentate, any civil Subjection whatſo- 
ever: That no Diſpenſation from the Pope can 
warrant the Counteraction of any moral Duty; 
that they hold hat Religion abominable, which 
ſhould propoſe Breach of public Faith, Perjury, 
or Treaſon, as practicable towards any lawful 
Government, in any aſſignable Caſe ; and finally, 
that their paying Obedience to the eſtabliſhed 
Government of their Country, be the Religion 
of the Governors ever ſo contrary to their own, 
is in Conſequence of an eſſential and fundamental 
Precept of the Catholic-Relgion. Such a De- 


ſented by a proper Deputation of the whole Party, 
muſt, undoubtedly, go a _ Way towards ren- 


dering 


(39) 
dering the Uprightneſs of their Principles as evr- 


dent, as the Uprightneſs of their Conduct, for 
near ſeventy Years paſt, 1s demonſtrable. 


This ſalutary TEST every Government hath a 
Right to exact from all eccleſiaſtical Recuſants : 
Any other, inſerted on a foreign Stock, (e) parti- 
cularly on the Inquiſitions and Privations of deſpo- 
tic Governments, is incompatible with the Principles 
of our Conſtitution, deſtrufive of our public In- 
tereſt, and invaſiue of all private Happineſs. The 
Security, which the eſtabliſhed Religion of any 
Country ) OUGHT to have, is hereby obtained; 
nor can the Chriſtian Religion bear any cther, with- 
out fruſtrating the true Ends of it, as far as human 
Laws can fruſtrate them. To be zealous, there- 
fore, in the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, it is neceſſary 
that no Violation ſhould be offered to the Rights of 
Conſcience ;, and to be zealous in the Cauſe of our 
Country ; it is equally requiſite that no Violence 
ſhould'be offered to the NATURAL RIGHTS of 
Societies, who can afford ſuch a Teſt of their poli- 
tical Orthodoxy, as is here ſet forth. And this 


(e) See the "DEI R_ of Mofes. - Vol. i. 'Þ; 304. 
306. 
5 When an \ Alliance i is made between the Church and the 
State; A FULL TOLERATION ſhould be given to all the 
'Reft ; yet under the Reſtriction of a TEST-LAW, to keep 


"them from Ah. that which is eſtabliſhed. Diva . 
P. 263. | 


— 


is 


(. 40.) 


is (g) that Orthodoxy alone, which properly comes 
within the Province of the Cuil Magiſtrate ; and 
Laws ſhould provide that he ſhould meddle with 
uo other ;, as Ends, in their Nature different, can 
never be attained by one and the ſame Means. 


If, after all: (for I would leave nothing latent, in 
the Diſcuſſion of /o mementous a Queſtion) If, I ſay, it 
ſhould be ſtill advanced, that our Laws are but 700 
mild towards the Enemies of the Conſtitution ; and 
that NO TEST can bind Papifts : To this it muſt 
be honeſtly anſwered ; that the i Propoſition is 
undoubtedly true; and that if the ſecond be (6; 
IT IS NOT THE FAULT OF THE ROMAN- 
CATHOLIC RELIGION. 


We ſhould, indeed, be cautious of charging 
the Immoralities of Men to any Religion ; much 
leſs to one whoſe Fundamentals are an Aid to all 
wwell-policied Governments: The worſt of it is: 
When Men wander long in this eccleſiaſtical Laby- 
rinth, they ſeldom chuſe to quit it; but reject e- 
very Clue offered, to releaſe them from their Cap- 
tivity. They become Slaves to Prejudice itſelf ; 
others to the Effects of it: But, thank God, this is 
not thoroughly our Caſe at preſent; for the firſt 


(20 It is unjuſt in the Church to require of the State to pro- 
pagate the eſtabliſhed Religion by Civil Force, becauſe the per- 
forming it would be violating the NATURAL RIGHT every 
Man has of worſhipping God according to his own Conſcience. 
It is unjuſt in the State to engage in it, becauſe its fur; diction 
extends not to Opinions, Ibid. P. 257. 
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and beſt Men of the Nation are emancipated. 


What was formerly true of our Roman-Catholic 


Anceſtors, is not true of the preſent Generation. 


Fhe Equality of Parties, in thoſe Days, naturally 


created Contentions for Power; and Power, wherever 
it prevails, gives both the Law and the Goſpel of the 
Times; what muſt ever be the Caſe, while either is 


the Obje& of Controverſy, and ' while neither is 


aſcertained by its proper Limits and true Criterion. 


When the Roman-Catholics failed in this Struggle 


for Power, the Memory of their Oppoſition na- 


turally rankled in the Breaſts of the vi#orious Par- 


ty. The Rage peculiar to eccleſiaſtical Victories 
as well as to eccleſiaſtical Wars had ſhut up every. 
Avenue of cool Reflexion; nor did Time enough 
intervene to make the juſt Diſcrimination between 
the Religion and the Actions of the Contenders. 
Both were confounded : And in ſuch a State of 


ſpiritual Aſperity, joined to the Inſecurity of every 


Power, newly and violently acquired; no Declara- 
tions of Faith, civil or theological, would or could 
be received, except in the Idea of Deception, and 
in the Conception of borrowing Time only, through 
that Artifice, to renew former Animoſities, and 
open once again the Veins of the Public. More- 
over, ſuch ſudden Converſions (/ncere, or 9ccaſi- 
onal) are liable to juſt, or at leaſt to prudent Su. 
picion; nor is it at all improper, to put the Con- 


verts under a reaſonable Quarantine, until the 


Safety of a free Communication can be depended 
upon. Such a Quarantine, which feeds the Hopes 
of Men, and prevents their hoiſting Sail into ſome 


F „ more 


0 (42) : 
more. hoſpitable Region, is, doubtleſs, preferable 
to a perpetual Proſeription : And when can this 
Communication be opened to the Advantage of 
all Parties, if not at preſent ; when thoſe Wounds, 
which rankled formerly, are now healed ; when we 
entertain no gontradictory Ideas of civil Govern- 
ment; when we can no longer complain of any 
Collifion of Intereſts, nor can poſſibly find Mate- 
rials for it; and when the Roman-Catholics of Ire- 


land want nothing for the Performance of their 


Duty to the Public, but a legiſlative Authority for 
performing it with Effect ? 


I, after al that hath been urged on this Sub- 
ject, any Perſon can be ſtill found hardy enough 
to aſſert, that the Obſtinacy of this People, in refu- 


ſing to enter the Pale of the eſtabliſhed Church, is 


a good Reaſon for perpetuating the penal Laws a- 
gainſt them; for detaining the Reward fo long 
due to their Loyalty ; or for hurting this Govern- 
ment, becauſe they are firm to a Religion which 
teacheth them to obey it. With ſuch an Adverſary I 
do not contend. Yet I will ſuppoſe, in Favor of 
the Conſtitution, that he doth not ſpeak the Senſe 
of the Guardians of it and of us all. No reaſo- 
nable Man, no Lover of Liberty, I am certain, 
will defend the Interdicts againſt the Papiſts upon 
ſuch a Principle, as it would ſuppoſe the Zrofefſion 
of the Religion of our Conſcience at AY Peril; 

and as the Activity of ſuch a Principle alone rmuſt 
ever cut off this Part of the People from the Frui- 
tion of natural Rights in this Country; a Favor to 


be 


( 43) 
be granted, in that Caſe, on no Terms whatſoever ; 
1 becauſe, in Truth, it can never be merited on any, 
except by thoſe plaſtic Spirits who can hardly be too | 1 
= much encouraged, as they ſo readily conform to the 4 
Religion of their Country, and catechiſe their Poſ- | 
'* terity to do /o alſo, until ſome more lucrative Scheme 
| $ F ip! IS — in Hs Hiace. 


Let us 1k back a little, and conſider the Rule 
which King William the third laid down for him- 
ſelf, in the Improvement and Government of this ex- 
> tenlive Iſland. The Conduct of ſo wiſe a Prince is well 

* worthy of Notice, perhaps of Imitation. No Prince or 

Þ Miniſter knew better than He the precarious Situa- 

tion of Affairs on the Continent, nor the Danger of 
the Balance of Power in Europe, when he, with ſo 
RF much Glory, undertook for 'both, and ſucceeded 
alſo.— He ſaw the late King James, although in 
Exile, yet ſupported by the moſt powerful Mo- 
narch in Chriftendom.---It did not eſcape him, how 
any fatal Stroke, in the uncertain Events of War, 
'* might enable France to ſend King James, once a- 
> gain, back into Treland, to raiſe thoſe Troops, who 
before embarked in his Cauſe: How theſe Troops, 

vB by the Junction of thirty Thouſand diſciplined Ve. "Ip Y 

terans, who followed that Prince's Fortune, might. 9 
go a great Way towards wreſting this Iſland from ix 
the Proteſtant Intereſt and its Dependance on Eng- =_ 
| land. All this, I fay, did not eſcape him. The | 
Proſpect was ſurely alarming, the like of which 
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never threatened this Kingdom abang one Period of 
Time, ſince the Engliſh Government. And what 
was the Conduct of King William on that Occaſion,? 
In that Conjuncture, which hardly varied during his 
1 whole Reign, he barely contented himſelf with 
165 Aiſurming the 1riſh Roman-Cathalics ; with cutting 
Tl off, as much as poſſible, all Communication be- 
tween them and their Friends on the Continent. 
He did no more. The Papiſts he reduced by his 
Arms, he preſerved and ſecured i in their ir Eropertes: YL 
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much for the Colidudt of King William: and glad 
am of this Opportunity of doing Juſtice to his 
Memory, in an Inſtance ſo much to his Glory, and 


To .wilfully, or ſo aukward!y omitted by his hitherto 
 ſhill-born Hiſtorians, | : 5 


5 * Tn 


The Spiri which King William kept aides; db- 
ring. his whole Reign, was let he in that of his 
immediate Succeſſor.—It was not full twelve Years 
ſince a Period was put to the civil War which the 

RNoman-Calbolics raiſed here, in Favor of the laſt 
King James. — The Memory of this, added to the 
rooted Deteſtation of Pope/y itſelf, at all Times; 
; rendered penal Laws, on the ſcore of Religion, in 
a Manner neceſſary; when bat Spirit was no 
longer under Reſtraint; and when a Princels aſ- 
cended the Throne, endowed with great Virtues, 
n Doubt; but i at the ſame Time, dcep!y 
and 
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and fatally, with all the Ductility and Irreſolution 
of the Styari-Race,—In ſeventeen hundred and 


three, the penal and excluding Laws againſt the 
Roman-Cathelics were aſſented to by Queen Anne,— 
In the Year following, our Lands fell under ten 


per Cent, Every Branch of Induſtry fell in Conſe- 


quence and in Proportion : And although it would 
be unfair to charge to the Abjection and Incapacities 
of the Papiſts, all the Evils we then laboured un- 
der; yet it is beyond all Doubt owing to the num- 
berleſs Reſtraints laid upon hem, that the King- 
dom ſhewed few or no Symptoms of Recovery, for 
many Vears.— The Senſation of real and the Proſ- 
pect of perpetual Bondage, produce woeful Coun- 
ter-Actions in the human Mind; exchanging eve- 
ry laudable and generous Principle, for an' Indiffe- 
rence to all Events, to our own, and to public Happi- 
neſs ! Where any conſiderable Body of the Peo- 


© are thrown into this political Apathy, Arts and 


Manufactures muſt languiſh, of Courſe; and in- 


ward Decays muſt come in Aid of the exterior 
| Wounds: of the State. Minds, thus reverſed, will 
hardly change, becauſe they can hardly form any 


Opinions; or if they change, it muſt be for the 
Sake of that Lucre, and thoſe Rewards, which Go- 
vernment can not beſtow, but on the few who.are 
2 by their Eſtates or their Capacity, for 
Employments. This Number is ſo extremely 
ſmall, at preſent, that their Junction or Deſertion is 
ol little Conſequence to any Terty, and their true 


Principles 


* 
— 
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Principles of vonè at all, or of a bad one. As Ho- 
pery, therefore, in this genuine State of it, is /ik#- 
ly to remain, (until expulſive Laws will effect, what 
the excluſive cannot,) can we balance a Minute on 
the Choice of the Alternative; that of making it, 


in a parliamentary Manner, »/eful, or detrimental to 
to the Public ? 


The Calamities of the Year ſeventeen . hundred 
and four, were not owing to the War, then raging 
in Europe; on the Contrary that War was a moſt 
deſirable Event to this Iſland. At home, a profound 
Peace for the Cultivation of uſeful Arts : Abroad, 
our Arms triumphant in every Quarter of the 
Globe; the French, by the Battle of Hochſtet, 
driven to the Brink of Deſtruction. — All this 
brought us but little Comfort, and our Affairs went 
on from bad to worſe. By the immoderate Drain 
of our Species, the broken Spirit of the Roman-Ca- 
 tholics, and the univerſal Damp on Trade, from 
certain Laws paſſed in Britain ; Lands fell ſtill low- 
er than ever, and many Parts of the Kingdom be- 
came a perfect Deſart; which contributed only to 
afford Shelter to our beggared Vagrants, in every 
Seaſon of the Year, living, like the wild Tartars, 
on ſpontaneous Vegetables, and the Milk of their 
Kine, in Summer ; and in the ſeverer Segjons pou- i | 
ring down upon us in Shoals of Tories, to plun- 
der the inhabited and unarmed Parts of the Coun- 


try. 
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try.---Thus, Papiſis became a Prey to Papiſts, and 
the Proteſtant Intereſt ſuffered cruelly in Conſe- 
quence, by Depopulation, and the Bankruptcy of 
Tenants.---Every Perſon, who remembers thoſgs 
Times, knows this to be almoſt - univerſally the 
deplorable State of our Affairs, for many Years; 
and that whatever Converts the eſtabliſhed Church 
gained by a Sacrifice of Principle, the State gained 


nothing but Want, Weaknels, and — Con- 
formiſts. 


The Acceſſion of the preſent Royal Family, it 
muſt be confeſſed, revived us from many of our 
fainting Fits. The German Spirit of Toleration, a 
Spirit hereditary in the Saxon-Race, and to which a 
M higgiſb Adminiſtration is never averſe, raiſed 
great Hopes; and, in Fa#, ſeveral penal Laws 
againſt the Papiſts were relaxed in the Execution. 
Our miſtaken yielded, in ſome Meaſure, to our 
real Intereſts. Aſſociations to this Purpoſe were 


formed ; particularly that noble Source of all, the 


DUBLIN. SOCIETY; whoſe Encouragement of 
every uſeful Art hath been confined to 10 Party, or 
Religion ; and whole Influence in Parliament is equal 


to that they now ſo deſervedly exerciſe, over the 


whole Body of a grateful People. Theſe are great 
Advantages, no Doubt: But they hold no Propor- 
tion to the Drains upon us, from a Tide of foreign 
Luxuries; from the great Number of our Out- 


lyers; 
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lyers; and from thoſe manifold Diſcouragements, 
which it would be invidious to enumerate, and 


which are too well known and felt to need it, --- If 


any Thing can reſiſt theſe Subordinations of 
Evil, the firſt: Step may be ſuppoſed to conſiſt 
in giving every legal Encouragement to all 


loyal Subjects, whoſe beſt Principle mult teach them, 


* 


and whoſe Conduct and Declarations muſt 
fhew them, to be ſo.—Such a previous Step, I ſay, 


muſt reſtore to the Public thoſe Numbers of Men, 
who have fo long lain a heavy Weight upon it, and 


whoſe Activity in its Service muſt be more or leſs 


in Proportion to their own private Security. 


1 ſaid above, that what was formerly true of the 
Roman-Catholics of Ireland, can not poſſibly be fo 
now of their Succeſſors.— I ſaid fo with good Rea- 
ſon. — In the beginning of the Reformation, a 
a Right of Oppoſition exiſted then, which doth not 
and can not exiſt now; when the Conſtitution, 
(civil and ecclefiaſtic) which was once the greateſt 
Subject of Contention, is now ſo long aſcertained and 


reragniatd. Struggles, in the Beginning of any 


great Changes, (thoſe of Religion principally) are 
natural. ---Rallying; after the Defeat, may be na- 
tural 40. It is PERSEVERANCE only, after the 
Eſtabliſhment is once fixed, that conſtitutes the 
Crime of Domeſtic Broils. Of this the Carholics of 
Britain and Ireland have not been guilty, for near 


a Century paſt: And where they have not the 


Fermer Right of Oppoſition; their Religion forbids 


ef nl Bt a 


their 
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their having the Vill. When the eftabliſhed Reli- 
gion of any Country is invaded by the Wanton- 
neſs of Power, or the Fury of myguided Zeal, the 
People have a Right to defend it: Nor can the 
Pretence of introducing a better be any Thing leſs 


e ee 
—— c . 


than a monſtrous Inſult upon the Reaſon, Freedom, | 

and Conſciences, of Mankind. lt 1s what the Per- i 
F ſons who offer it would not bear a Moment towards [1 
= themſelves.---What an Outrage, what a Subterfuge ! - 
Rebels to common Senſe, Strangers to every Prin- ll. 
B ciple of Humanity! making that the End of their Y 


Violence, which ſhould be the Cauſe of their For- = 
XZ bearance!--- As it is not, in Fact, for Religion that 

ſuch People rebel; it would not be juſt to puniſh 2 
them on that Score only, while -they charge their | # 
Reprobation on the Dizzates of it. Their Religion, 4 


real or pretended, being the Maſk of their FaCti- {| 
on; Government hath a good Right to take them 'J 


in their own Way, and accept of the Face preſented 
to it, as the true one; until, in the Courſe of Time, 
% this Maſk falls off, and the Features of Ambition 
ſtand confeſſed in all the Nudity of Civil Faction. 
I Such a Faction then, ſhould be puniſhed ſeverely, 
and the Puniſhment continued, until it 1s brought 
into a Compoſition with common Senſe, and until 
Time teaches it to renounce thoſe Doctrines which 
ſo much endangered the Public, and ſcandalized 
all true Religion. Whenever this Contrition, and 1 
Reformation, the Effect of it are, produced; Puniſh- 1 
ment ſhould ceaſe, and Virtue ſhould be rewarded. | | b 
G The | | 


Re... —— 
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„ 
— The Reſiſtance of the Iriſh- Catholics, in the Be- 
ginning of King William's Reign, was, perhaps, 
more their Weakneſs than their Crime; conſidering 
the Circumſtances of the Time, and the natural 
Hopes as well as Panics of Men, on the Commence- 
ment of all great Revolutions. But, admitting the 
criminal Charge on this Account, was it not remit- 
ted, on their Submiſiun, by the Monarch on the 
Throne? Is this the Time to puniſh for the Actions, 
when the Actors are no longer in Being? Shall it 
be deemed impoſſible for Faction to reclaim? Or 
ſhall it be forbid to Religion and Reaſon to reſume 


their Influence on Men, wounded and humbled by 
their Deviations from both? — God forbid, that 


this ſhould be the Judgment or Charity of any con- 


fiderable Party among us! Sure I am, that it can 


not be the Judgment of thoſe. Members of the 
Legiſlature, who have the Rewards and Puniſoments 
of the Conſtitution in their Hands, and who are 


ſufficiently wiſe to find out the proper Objects of 


them. 


Penal Laws ſhould ever drop with the Crimes 


and Principles which give Occaſion to them. 
Where no political Crime exiſts, active or inten- 
ſional; Stripes are not wholeſome Puniſhment, but 
Tyranny ; not the cool and neceſſary Chaſtiſement 
of Liberty, but the Gratification of private Re- 
[g's and the Defiance of public Good. When 
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ſuch stripes are laid on, upon the Score of Reli- 
gion, it muſt be from the Knowledge or Preſumption, 
That the Principles of ſuch Religion are productive 


of ſome moral or political Evils ſubverſive of the 
eſtabliſned Government. In the former Caſe, this 


Knowledge muſt be obtained by the AVOWED 
Tenets and Practices of the Parties accuſed: In 
the /atter ; Preſumption can not be 700 much guarded 
againſt; and when it is made apparent, that an 
OPINION of this jealous Complexion is void of all 
Foundation; penal Laws ſhould deſiſt immediately, 
and not operate a Moment ina Country of Liberty, 
eſpecially. In deſpotic Governments, Tyranny itz 
ſelf may ſometimes relent, in the Sunſhine of its 
Security; ; and an abſolute Monarch, of humane 
Diſpoſitions, may Fee! for /# Hering Innocence. 
But, when the Laws alone are Arbiters of every 
civil Injury, real and ſuppoſed; Mercy or Puniſh- 
ment, Liberty or Servitude, muſt be only according 
to the Language they ſpeak, and the Meaſures 
(good or bad) they diſpenſe —The Laws, the Ar- 
tillery of the Conſtitution, may be ſo charged as to 
recoil but too often on the Conſtitution itſelf ; and a 
wiſe Legiſlature will, for this very Reaſon, be cau- 
tious how they load them with 200 many Penalties 
and Excluſions, where they have neither problema- 
tical, and much leſs rea! Guilt for their Object. 
To theſe legal Incapacities they will be extremely 
verſe, where even the ſuppoſed Dangers from an 
obnoxious Party can be neither preſſing nor alarm 
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. 
ing, although the real Danger of driving them into 
Inorance and a Paſſion for Migration may and muſt 
be really /+. 


That ſuch hath been the Condutt of the freeſt 

ys 4 wiſeſt Nations, Ineed not (ay : And this Prin- 
cipleof Indulgence will operate the ſtronger, when 
it is evident, That the Repeal of ſuch Laws (by be- 
coming a Mark of Confidence) confers a double Ob- 
ation; converting that into real Affection, which 
before was but that_ Loyalty which is merely the 
Conſequence of a Religious Duty.— Such a legal 
Manumiſſion muſt! likewiſe (from a ſuperior Mo- 
tive) have a wonderful Effect on all our arts, in 
general, as well as on our landed and commercial 
Intereſts; not only by the Increaſe of induſtriqus 
Inhabitants, . but by the Detention at home of thoſe 
Numbers, who are already and daily on the 
Wing — Nothing leſs than this can put a proper 
Degree of Life into thoſe frozen Limbs of the Bo- 


dy-politic, or give Vigor to innoxious Men, whoſe 
private Incapacities produce public Diſtreſſes.—It 


can not be ſuppoſed that our preſent Repreſenta- 
tives in Parliament, warmed with the Love of 
their Country, attentive to its Wants, and jealous 
of their own Glory; will refuſe any Means, or ar- 
reſt any Hands which offer their Service, and run 
the ſame Peril in this our ſtate-Veſſel : And this 

good 
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good Senſe muſt be the more active at preſent in 
Ireland, as ſo many domeſtic E vils are already ſta- 
ring us in the Face, and as ſome have preyed upon 
us already; which Nothing but the Co-operation and 
united Strength of all the loyal Hands in the King- 


dom can withtand or remove, —What Calamities 


have not been created and ſpread by the late Stag- 


nation of public Credit in this ill-fated Country? 


How near was public Ruin; had not the Go- 
vernment, Joined by Men of the greateſt Proper- 
ties, interpoſed in this Receſs of Parliament ? And 
what Situation muſt we be in, after this domeſtic 
Quiet of near 70 Years, when the Failure of 4 
few private Shopkeepers is ſufficient to overturn 
Credit, to expoſe our National JYeakneſs, and ruin, 
for a Time at leaſt, the induſtrious Part of the Peo- 
ple, who form the Bulk of the Nation? or was 


this Land ſaved from Popery and Slavery (ſince we 


muſt join thoſe Ideas) to become only the Property 
and Prey of a few Bankers, or of their Caſhiers ? 
Se. Sc. Sc. 


mo 


Our Manufactures . have, for ſome Time, been 


in a proſperous Train: — Without Agriculture, 


they come to Nothing. In a Country, circumſtanced 
like ours; the one muſt be the Support of the other 
reciprocally; and bath united, by employing all our 


Hands, would doubtleſs, keep us from finking.— 
Our Linens alone, the chief Spring of our Wealth, 


are 
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are not ſufficient —That Manufacture, by giving 
a florid Countenance to our Affairs, and putting a 
temporary Stop to the National Hectic, ſerved only 
to flatter a decaying Body, and feed inſtead of cu- 
ring our Diſorder. —For, in Fact, it only furniſhed 
us with Species to purchaſe the Luxuries, and even 
the Corn of other Countries; and the Fund begins 
to fail already, holding indeed alone no Proportion 
with our Conſumptions, or thoſe Wants which we, not 
Nature, have created Agriculture would put an 
effectual Stop to one Part of this Evil, if properly 
encouraged : And how can ſuch Encouragment 

take Place without letting the Papiſts into it? Or 
how, in the Nature of Things, can this People be 


ever brought to turn their Induſtry 2515 Way, unleſs 


they are allowed ſome durable Property in Land ?— 


If it be deemed dangerous, to truſt them with large 
Tracts (but upon unprofitable and temporary Terms, 
as at preſent) what hath this to do; what can Pre- 
Poſſe Mon itſelf object to their Admiſſion into ſmaller 
Holdings of one or two hundred Acres upon the 
fame Footing with all other his Majeſty's loyal Subjecis? 
Is their Inactivity (where ſo much is to be done) 
of greater Conſequence than the general Good of this 
Kingdom ?...Could not our waſte Lands (as + ano- 
ther Writer on this Subject hath propoſed) be in- 
truſted to this e in Perpemuity, on the Score of 


+ See TEM TrovenTs, Dub. 1753. 
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the vaſt Profit which muſt ariſe to the Nation by 

their Reduction; by a new Creation (ſo to ſpeak,) 

of ſeveral Hundred Thouſand Acres, in Addition to the 
Iſland? How much the Air of our Climate is in- 

fected by the Evaporation of our ſtagnated Waters, 
and how much the Health of the Inhabitants is en- 
dangered and Life ſhortened, by leaving thoſe 
Waſtes in the State of Nature, need not be inſiſted 
upon. What Equivalent therefore (to uſe the 
c Words of that Writer) can we ever have for 
c the Continuance of an Evil ſo deftrufarve, and 
« yet ſo remediable, as that before us? or is it wife 
« to loſe ſuch extenſive Tracts to yourſelves and 
« to your Poſterity, rather than try an Experiment, 
& by which you mult gain a great deal, and riſque 
« Nothing”? Would not ſuch a Scheme adorn, im- 
prove and enrich this Ifland, while; in Fact, it put 
leſs Power into the Hands which appear ſo hurtful 


at preſent, and which, beyond all Doubt, can ne- 


ver be ſo, except in their preſent diſengaged State? 
— This is far from being a Problem; and the Force 
of the Truth is irręſiſtible, that the Roman-Catholics, 


having only a temporary Property in Land, at im- 


. proved and high Rents, muſt naturally fall into 
the /azy Induſtry of Grazing ; in which they are 
quickſighted enough to find that Sort of Intereſt 
which bears a proper Analogy with the Nature of 
their Tenures. -A Sagacity which muſt teach them 

to avoid, as much as poſſible, the Culture of Land; 
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1 
as requiring Time, Expence and a Number of Hands, 
in the Management. It is evident to Demonflrati- 
an, that ſuch an Occupation as the Improvement 
of Land is no Way ſued to a tranſient and inſecure 
Intereſt, but that the waſteful Method of paſturage 


16 ſo. | 


Into ſuch Sort of Induſtry are our Papiſis neceſſa- 
rily forced, by our incapacitating Laws; what en- 
ables them (like our Merchants) to convert their 
flux and transferable landed Intereſt into ſolid Spe- 
cies; and what tempts them, above all other Peo- 
ple, to quit a Country with which they have but 
little Connexion, and retire into ſome other with 
the Proſpect of a more benign Climate, and a more 
aſcertained Property. This Point can not be exag- 
gerated. Numbers of our Inhabitants of any Spirit 
have already taken Flight ; and more are daily fol- 
lowing, in Conſequence of the Encouragement 


they get, from thoſe their Precurſors ; to ſtrengthen 
our Rivals, and natural Enemies with our Seamen, 
our Manufacturers, and our Species. The Com- 


plaints on this Head, for 30 Years paſt, have been 
loud enough to warn us of this Waſte and this Dan- 
ger; and the Conſequences are too ſenſible, not to 
remind us of ſome wholeſome Expedient for at- 
taching theſe Fugitives to their Native Country. 
Sc. Sc. 5 0 
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building, (the Benefits of which are diſtant) cannot 
be the proper Employment of People, who, by 


Law, have but a franſitory Intereſt: For, Agri- 
culture muſt be called forth by Encouragements 


adequate to the Undertaking ; not by Reſtrictions 
and the bare . Permiſſion of ſuch Kind of Tenures, 


as muſt be held at ſcrewed Rents, or at none; 
which Tenures, likewiſe, muſt be of ſhort Duration, 


ſubject to Leaſes in Reverſion in Favor of Proteſ- 


tants;, and which alſo, (to mend the Matter) are 
ſubject to Controverſies in zhis Country, more than 


in any other, from the flux Nature of the Value of 
Things in Ireland, and from the ſtrange Variations 


in our internal Commerce: A great and a crying 


Evil this! — what encourages that honeſt Set of 
Men, called INFORMERS and DISCOVERERS, 
to bring almoſt every Tenure of this Kind into 
our Courts of Law; to the great Vexation, and 


ſometimes to the Ruin, of many innocent Fami- 
hes. In Truth, the Culture of Land muſt (in the 


Nature of the Thing) be the Employment of Men 
who have ſome durable Property in Land; not of 


| Perſons thus reſtricted and almoſt forbid the Uſe 


of it, but upon Terms pernicious to their Country, 
ol It 


The Culture of Land includes Pong Sort of Ex- Y 
pence, wherein none, but Perſons qualified co 
reap the Fruits, can find their. Account. The 
Work of incloſing, planting, reclaiming, and 


| 1 

It is in vain to derive the Indolence and Sloth of 
our Popiſh Inhabitants from any other Source than 
this of our incapacitating and privative Laus. The 
Nature of our Climate and Soil obliges to Induſtry 
and hard Labor, when no ſuperior Impediment 
ſtands in the Way of ſo neceſſary an Impulſe. 
The Impreſſions of Art and Induſtry are till legible 
on our Wilds and Deſarts, in thoſe Waſtes, from 
which Papiſts are excluded, although their Admiſ- 
ſion would ſoon change the Face of the Country, 
increaſe the Number of our Inhabitants, and ren- 
der our Climate more ſalutary to Natives as well 
as Foreigners. Thoſe Traces of Agriculture, I 
fay, which are ſtill evident, to our Reproach, ſhew 
demonſtrably the Encouragement. given formerly 
in Ireland to this moſt uſeful Employment; and 
let us ſee, better than any written Records, that 
Our Predeceſſors (the Milefran-1riſh) were not that 

lazy People we conceit them to be. On the con- 

trary, thoſe legible Characters of their Induſtry 
and Numbers, conſtitute nobler Monuments of 

their Wiſdom and Glory, than if they had reared, 

in the Wantonneſs of Power or Vanity, Works as 

ſtupendous as the Ægypiian Pyramids. 


The Cure of this Evil is not only before us; it 
is preſſing itſelf upon us. Give your Papiſts a 
Power over moderate Parcels of Land, ſuch as is 
common to all our eccleſiaſtical Conformiſts, or 
even to all other Diſſenters, and the Cure is effected. 

| | Let 
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(55) 
Let them create, as it were, a new Country, in Ad- 
dition to the old, by the like Power over our peſti- 
ferous Waſtes ; and your Iſland; from the moſt 
ſickly, gets the moſt florid' Face in our weſtern 
World. Is that 79 much ? Or is this Land to be 
thinned, impoveriſhed, and unpeopled; becauſe 
all its Inhabitants do not profeſs the ſame Creed? 
Is occafional Conformity (the Womb of Irreligion, 
and ſooner or later the Bane of Liberty) to be pur- 
chaſed at the Expenee of our Country? Was ever 
any public Evil tolerated by Law, but to prevent a 


greater? And is Popery now that greater Evil, after 


this Experience of near ſeventy Vears to the Ad- 
vantage of thoſe unfortunate: People wlio profeſs 
it:? What Inſtances have we of their political Hereſy, 
ſince their Conformity to our civil Faith? Or if 
they be (for Argument's Sake) in ecclgſiaſtical Error, 
is it not for the Sake of ſacred Truth itſelf they re- 


main /? Is any in voluntary Error of this Nature 


puniſhable before God or. Man? Or can the Re- 
nunciation of it, for the Sake of: the Loaves and 

Fiſhes of Government, be the only Element to regenes. 
rate good Subjects for this Nation? Would it not 
be more eligible, more agreeable to our Conſtitu- 


tion, that theſe People ſhould abjure Principles in- 
compatible with the Safety of our civil Government; 


than abjure a RELIGION, which muſt render 
them. beiter Subjects and better Men, while they be- 
lieve it a ſalutary one; than any other, however pure 
and orthodox, without the neceſſary Conviction? 


H 2 What 


„ 

What Intereſt have the Roman - Catholics of this 
Iſland to believe Things in the wrong Way? Or 

are they not intereſted, by every worldly Motive, to 


quit a Religion which renders their Perſons hateful 


and their Property inſecure ? What Principle of 
this People, therefore, can be mioſt uſeful to Go 
vernment or Society; their Sincerity, or their Hypo- 
criſy ? their real Converſion to our Conſtitution, which 
admits of no Controverſy, or their doubiful Con- 
verſion to a Religion, which does and muſt admit 
of Controverſy, until the true Principles of eccle- 
ſiaſtical Orthodoxy are better aſcertained ? The An- 
ſwer is eaſy, and the Truth as glaring as Meridian 


Sunſhine ; That, 10 ſuch a People, if their political 


Faith be orthodox, not only much legal Indulgence, 


due. 


Nothing, doubtleſs, could contribute more to the. 
Pallpery of this Country, than making a proper 


and ſeaſonable Uſe of this Identity of Opinion, 
with Regard to our civil Government ; when, after 


repeated Efforts towards an Identity of Worſhip, the 
Thing is found utterly impracticable and impoſ- 


ſible, even among Proteſtants themſelves. There 
are ſome Evils 200 hard for Legiſlation itſelf, and 


no Wonder they ſhould be fo, in a ſpiritual Caſe, 


on which ſo much depends: It is much eaſier to 


eſtabliſh ove Mode of Worſhip, to which all lu- 
crative e Employments ſhould be annexed, than to 


aboliſh 


but. much legal IE is alſo moſs certainly 
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aboliſh any other, which is ſufficiently diſcounte 


In the Caſe of Extirpation, the Remedy is worſe 
than the Diſeaſe, and can never be adminiſtered, 
without that Violence to' Nature and the Conftitu- 
tion, which, for the Time, ſuſpends every Ope= 
ration of both, and which conſequently endangers 
the Being of Government. Nor doth the Evil of 
Inconformity (if it be one) lye properly before any 
human Tribunal; this being barely only a Fudge for 


or reject, in Spirituals. 


Although Schiſm, therefore, may be attended 
with bad Effects; yet, as thoſe Effects proceed 


ſhould not be refuſed, much leſs prevented, What 
have tl:> French (even by the Confeſſion of their 
(Y) ableſt nd wiſeſt Men) acquired by the Maſ- 


but Woe nc Weakneſs ? That People, in their 
eccleſiaſiie Indignation, have, in one Year, dra- 
goed a M on of their moſt uſeful Subjects into 


1 th: Countries of their Enemies; and furniſhed 


W7 ) See Valtaire's Hiſtory of the Times of Lewis XIV. 


— 


90 


Dub. dit. Vol. II. p. 176. 


thoſe 


nanced by an Excluſion from ſuch Employments. 


itſelf, not of what any other Party ought to believe 


from the beſt Cauſe, much Indulgence ſhould be 
uſed, and all the Good to be extracted from it, 


ſacre and U.”: pull 1 of their Proteſtant Subjects, 


(462) 5 
thoſe very Enemies with ſuch a Fund of Wealth, 
Manufactures, - and Soldiers, as had well nigh 
overturned that Monarchy, in its Struggles for the 
Spaniſh Succeſſion. Maxims which reduce an arbi- 
trary Government into this Hectie State, muſt el- 
ſentially diſſolve a free one. 


7 


What is any Excluſion from the natural Rights 
of Government, but giving exceſſive Bail for good 
Behavior? And muſt not ſuch a Reſtraint be at 
the Expence of the Public intirely, if the Objects 
of it be only mere ſpiritual Offenders ? What is Per- 

ſecution, ſanguinary or negative, but paying an 
exorbitant Tax for Recuſancy to that one Law 
alone, which every Member of political Society 
ought to be at full Liberty to accept or reject? or is 
the being amenable 70 every other Law, but this 
regarding mere Spirituals, 20 fand for Nothing? 
In ſuch a Light muſt Perſecution be regarded, and 
in this Attitude muſt Reaſon judge of it, when 
the Profile of Prejudice is removed; when Time 
and the common Intereſt diſplay the broad Face of 
Things, and adjuſt ' every Feature of crude Opi- 
nion. The ableſt Men in France, as I obſerved 
above, own and lament the Diſtreſſes which 
their Country underwent, by Perſecution : Nor 
could the Subterfuge of its Neceſſity, in breaking 
the Spirit of Hugonitiſm, impole upon the wiſe. 
Men 
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Men there. Among the other Madneffes of this 
eccleſiaſtical Prevention,. the French called forth 


the Frailties and Ambition of human Nature tb 


the Aſſiſtance of the Rack, and the Torture. They 
not only indemnified from Puniſhment, but allured 
by the Rewards of Government ſuch as renounced 
the Religion of their Conſcience. Here then was 
the Price given for Hypocriſy / and this the Wiſdom 
of arbitrary Government! By theſe - Regulations, 


the exterior Profeſſion of the State Religion became 


the Fullers-Earth to waſh out every Stain of eivil 
and religious Error. Men were reduced - to. the 


Neceſſity of having one Religion for the Public; 


and of entombing another for their own private Uſe. - 


Government impoſed upon itſelf, in this ſilly Bar- 


gain for Loyalty, and Indifference to all Religion 


became every Day more and more the Confe- 
quence of Apoſtacy. 


Why this Spirit of Intolerance ſhould outrage 


the Rights of Nature, under deſpotic Governments 


can be eaſily accounted for: But in Lands of Free- 
dom, where the Good of each Individual conflitutts the 
Good of the Whole, any Puniſhment, on the Score 
of mere Theological Opinions, muſt be the higheſt 


Soleciſm in Politics: And this Conduct muſt ap- 


pear the more unaccountable, were it exerted in 


any 
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any Country, where (k) one Religion is eſtabliſhed 
by Law, incorporated with the very Conſtitution ; 
and where 4% no Perſons are admitted into the 


ae 


(A) © To prevent the Miſchiefs ariſing from a Multiplicity of 
„ Sets to a State, the Alliance of ONE Church with the 
*« Civil Government is neceſſary ; giving, however, a full 
4 Toleration to the reſt; but excluding their Members from the pub- 
« lic Adminiſtration ; from the Admiſſion into which, theſe Diſ- 
orders ariſe..— Again, —< The laft Inftance we ſhall 
« aſſign for the Magiſtrate's Care for the Support of Religion, 
* ſhall be that univerſal Practice in the antient World, of Reli- 
« gious TOLERATION or the permiting the free Exerciſe 
* of all Religions different from the National and the Eſtabli- 
« bliſhed. For tho' the very Nature and Terms of an eſtabli- 
„ ſhed Religion implied the Magiſtrates peculiar Favor and 
« Protection, and tho' in Fact they had for its Support their 
40 ag wherever there was Diverſity of Worſhip; yet 


« jt was ancient Policy to allow a full and large Toleration. 


« Two Cauſes principally induced the Legiſlators to this 


e fage and reaſonable Conduct. They conſidered that 


Religion ſeldom or never makes à real Impreſſion on the 
Minds of thoſe, who are forced into a Profeſſion of it; and 
yet, that all the Service that Religion can do to the Sine is 
« by working that real Impreſſion. They therefore concluded, 
« that the Profe fron n of 48 : ſhould be free. 


10 Henee may be ſeen - the firange Blindneſs of thoſe modern 
« Politicians,, who expect to benefit the State by forcing to out- 
* ward Conformity; which only, making Men HAypecrites and 
« Atheiſts, deſtroys the ſole Means a Church has of ſerving the 
State, [that of giving a Religious Impreſſion.] But here, 


by 
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legiſlative or executive Orders of Government, 
who do not profeſs that Religion. That this Force 


of the united Powers of eccigſiaſtical and civil Ju- 
riſdiction, is ſufficient for all the Purpoſes of Securi- 
ty, is not a Matter of Opinion, but of Demonſtra- 
tion; not the vague Concluſion of an Uropian Theo- 
ry, but the pure Reſult of Experience. To bring, 
therefore, in Aid of this reaſonable Security the 


. 


et by a common Fate of Politicians, they fell from one Blun- 
« der to another. For, having firſt, in a tyrannical Humour, 
« or ſuperſtitious Fondneſs for their own Scheme of Worſhip, 
« infringed upon Religious Liberty; and then beginning to find, 
that Diverſity of Sects was hurtful to the State, as it will 
« always be, while the - Rights of Religion are violated; inſtead 
« of repairing the Miſtake, and reſtoring Religious Liberty, 


„ (which would have /tifled this pullulating Evil in the Seed, 


« by affording it no farther Nouriſhment) ; they took the other 
«« Courſe, and.endeavored, by a thorough Diſcipline of Con- 
« formity, violently to rend it away ; and ſo with it, they un- 
« rooted and deſtroyed all that Good to Society, which ſo naturally 
ec ſprings up from Religion” Ec. Divine Legat. of Moſes. Load. 
Vol. 1. p. 276, 277. Thus much I thought proper to adduce, 
for the Enforcement of my Argument, from as celebrated an 
Author as this or any other Age ever produced Why ſuch 


obvions, ſuch ſelf-evident Truths ſhould make their. Way with fo 


much Difficulty in our own Times, fo wretched by the Want 
of them, is a Matter of moſt lamentable Conſideration. If the 
Principles, (like the Conduct) of our modern Papiſts be in Favor 
of our. political Conſtitution, what more ought. we to require 


of them? to make ſuch a People good Subjeds ; ſhould any Law 
.be framed to render them bad Men 8 | 


WES 


I Perſecutions 
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Perſecutions connected with deſporic Government, 
would be forming a monſtrous Conjunction, and 
putting Liberty as well as Religion into the Power 
of the adventitious Ally. —A Church, formed of 
Members, who are allured by the Rewards, or forced 
by the Menaces, of Government, cannot fand: 


Fhe Gates of Hell (Hypochrify and Infidelity) wilt 


ſooner or latter prevail againſt it; and; as a great 
Writer hath obſerved upon another Occaſion; it 
muſt, to compaſs this End, make the wretched 
Exchange of the Power it Harb, for the Power i. 
aorb not want, or would be deftrudtive of it. 2 


But this Security of * eſtabliſhed Church, 1 
mean, that of having all the Orders of Magiftia. 
ture and Legiſlation within the Pale of it, although 
ſafficient for the Church, is not ſufficient, however, 
for all the Purpoſes of civil Eiberty: Far from 
it —Churchmen, under ſuch a Government, muſt 
be free; but Difſenters may be Slaves, and the 
greateſt of Slaves alſo; as, in the Diſtribution 
of legiſlative Juſtice, none are ſuppoſed to be 
Objects of Puniſhment, but thoſe who are really 
Enemies to the Conftitution ; what no Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Diſſenters in /reland are at the preſent Time. 
In ſome Caſes, indeed, the Crvil Rights of ſuch 
Diſſenters may and ought to be abridged; but 
their nataral Rights never : Where that is done, 
the Inſecurity of Property will as certainly beget 

Ignorance, 


(6) 


Ignorance, Sloth, and a Spirit of Emigration, 
as the Enlargement of it muſt naturally beget 
Knowledge, Induſtry, and Love of Country.— 
What then is the Crime of our modern Roman- 
Catholics ? ---Their Religion ? (1) Religion, tho 


falſe (faith the admirable Baron de Monteſquieu) is 


the beſt Security we can have for the Probity of Men. 
| What then hath Patriotiſm to do, but to reſcue thy 

Victims of his Probity out of the Hands of the Ex- 
ecutioner ? Or what Quarrel can Wiſdom have to 
Heterodoxy (if any ſuch there were) but to diſarm it 
by the ſole Means pointed out by the Conſtitution ; 
by an Eccluſion of its Votaries from all political 
Juriſdiction and Adminiſtration ? And is not this 
the Language of Nature, of Juſtice, of Safety? 
Where any other is held, and where the Conduct 
of Government is conformable to it, that Govern- 
ment will be the more or the leſs found light in 
the Scale of its own true Intereſt. | 


The Reverſe of ck a Conduct, among the ths 
teftant States of the Empire, is worthy of Notice; 
as it ſeems to have completed the Happineſs « of 
Germany. The Kings of GREAT-BRITAIN and 
PRUSSIA (confeſſedly the wiſeſt Princes now in 


Chriſtendam) have granted ſuch Immunities to the 
Roman-Catholics in thoſe Parts, as render them as 


happy as they are loyal; Nor would ſuch Indul. 


gence be granted to them, had they not approved 


(1) Spirit of Laws. Dub. Edit. Vol. ii. p. 134. 


E 3 themſelves 
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themſelves ſuch Men as thoſe Governments could 
ſafely truſt: And good Subjects, ſurely, they 
muſt be; while they are encouraged 70 be and to 
remain ſo; while their Duty is grafted on their In- 
tereſt; and while the Conviction is glaring, that, 
in Caſe, of any Change in Affairs, they muſt change 
for the worſe. Time and Experience have wir 
ped off all Suſpicion of their Political Orthodoxy. 
And what Infatuation could ſeize Men, thus indul- 
ged, to rebel againſt their own Intereſt, even ſup- 
poſing the Operation of a Religious Principle to be 
never ' ſo faint in them? or what Phrenzy, what 
' Impiety, ſhould tempt thoſe, who pretend a Pro- 
feſſion of the ſame Religion with the primitive per- 
ſecuted Chriſtians, under Heathen Emperors, from 
:holdingthe;/ame Conduct, now, under Chriſtian Prin- 
ces? Which Example then, that of France, or this 
of Germany, is fitteſt for us to follow, and which 1s 
_ beſt adapted to the Spirit of the Britiſh Conſtitution ? 
Shall we benevolently yield. Shall we be ſubdued 
by the preſent happy and determined Diſpoſition of 
our Roman-Catholic Inhabitants ? or ſhall we rather 
refer all the Good in them to ſecular Motives, and 
all their Evil-doings to their Religion? Such a 
Judgment cannot be formed; becauſe no Parlia- 
ment of Ireland was ever compoſed of more 
knowing and able Men than the preſent ; becauſe 
every Party feels the Injury of ſuch an Imputation ; 


becauſe 
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becauſe neither Reaſon nor Juſtice can ſupport. it; 
| becauſe no End of Government can, at preſent, be 
anſwered by it; and becauſe ſuch a Judgment, 
once formed, muſt neceſſarily juſtify, not only all 
the penal Laws againſt the Roman-Catbolics, but 
impel to much ſeverer ones. No Puniſhment can be 
oo ſevere in regard to Men, whoſe Religion teachetb 
them to overturn every Government, where their own 
Spiritual Doctrines do not prevail. | 


The preſent Queſtion doth not turn on the Con- 
duct held by Papiſts formerly in Ireland; when the 
Equality of Parties naturally produced the Conten- 
tion, which Power and which Religion ſhould prevail 
in this Country. What flowed from Faction; what 
from this Thirſt of Power; what from fa Ie Zeal, 
and what from miſtaken ane of Policy, we give 


up to all the Cenſure they ſo juſtly deſerve. But 


the real Queſtion of any Uſe at preſent, is; whe- 
ther the Roman-Catholics of Britain and Ireland me- 
rit, at this Day, the Indulgence granted to their 
Brethren in Hanover, Upper Saxony or Brandenburgh ? 
Or what Perverſeneſs in their Natures, muſt ex- 
clude this Race of Britiſh Subjects, from Immunities 
conducive to the National Happineſs ? Is it for the 
Advantage of Ireland, already too thin of Inhabi- 
tants (the Wealth and Strength of every Country) 


to 


0 ä 

to cramp the Induſtry and encourage the Flight 
of Men, who, from the Nature of Reſtraint, in 4 
Land of Liberty eſpecially, grow liſtleſs and 
lent? Is this the State of Things to be now con- 


| tended for? Or would it not be more eligible to en- 


large the Liberties and aſcertain the Property of 
theſe loyal Subjects; than tempt them, by penal 
Laws, to any Migration ; than to render them in- 
active in Times of Peace uſeleſs in Times of 
Danger— indifferent to every Change --- attached 
no Country! 


ef The Dangers of Popery to this Kingdom {what 


I cannot repeat too often) are none at all, except 


hat we muſt neceſſarily ſuffer from the Incapaci- 


ties, to which our Laws expoſe its Votaries. To 
uſe (m) Dr. Swifi's excellent Words —“ It is the 


4 real Terror only of Fools, and can be dange- 
% rons,: in no Senſe, except from the Conſequen- 
„ ces it hath to encreaſe the Rapine, Sloth and 


«.Tgnorance,- as well as Poverty of the Natives. 
« The Papiſts are wholly diſarmed. They have 
« neither Courage, Leaders, Money or INCLI- 


„NATIONS to rebel.” And where the Inclinati- 
ons, as well as Power, are wanting, the Object of 
every penal Law is removed. 


Fo ) See Swift's Works, Faulkner's Edit. Vol. 4, p. 367. and 
Vol. 6. p. 110. 111. | 
Many 


(n 


Many and lamentable Reaſoris can | be afignad 
for our Ignorance of the Roman-Catholic Religion 
They are beſide my preſent Subject, and ſeveral 
would be improper, as well as too invidious, to men- 
tion. I will only obſerve, that were it but better 
known, it could not poſſibly give ſo much need- 
lefs Alarm to to the Public. In this Apology, 1 
have, it 18 hoped, done one great Service, by 
proving, that it commands Obedience to the efta- 
bliſted Government, whatever Religion prevails, 
Chriſtian, or Heathen. This is ſufficient for its pu- 


ima! Uſe: And as to the reljvious ; let it be ob- 


ſerved, that what may (perhaps properly) be 
ſtyled the Popih Doctrines, Papal Infallibility, 
Temporal Authority of the Church, Depoſition! of 
Kings, Sc. is no Part of it. Let me, in this 
Place, crave Leave to ſpeak a Word or two with 
Regard to its ↄpqittve Doctrines; to turn the Edge, 
if poſſible, of that Hatred, which, as it maketh no 
Allowance for a good Intention, ſtifles more or lefs 
the Spirit of Chriſtianity among Mankind. If Cha- 
rity and Benevolence form the Eſence of Religion, 
no good . Proteſtant will quarrel with Perfons in 
Communion with the See of Rome, for a Belief that 
the Authority of the Church is decifive, in every 
Point to be believed or rejected; for that they 
conceive to be the Language of Revelation, as it 
is virtually that of every Sect in * World: Nor 


Will 
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will he be ſhocked. at the Myſtery of Tranſubſtan- : 


tration, as Myſtery itſelf doth not come within the . 


Cognizance of our preſent rational Powers : And 
when he conſiders, in the ſame benevolent Tem- 
per, that the Belief of the Divine Preſence muſt; 
in every good Chriſtian, ' neceſſarily produce ien 
Amendment, Deteſtation of Sin; with the ſame 
Candor will he judge of Prayers for the Dead; 
at worſe thinking of it only as an innocent Exten- 
ſion of our Charity beyond the Grave. Pictures ! 
Books to the Ignorant; Memorials to the Learned; 
to both a Motive to Piety. This, ſuch a Judge 

will not be eaſily induced to term Idolatry.—Ad- 
wocation of Saints ! He will not think this Doctrine 
impious nor ſuperſtitious; without ſuppoſing, that 
the bleſſed Spirits of God have leſs Regard to our 
Invocations, than thoſe infernal Fiends, whom 
we all believe ready at Hand to receive the wicked 
Petitions we prefer to them, and who are equally 
ready to execute them accordingly. How can 
God be diſhonored by his Saints Interceſſion ſor 
ſinful Mortals ?—The Supremacy of the Pope! Such 
a candid Judge will find no Inpieiy in this, and he 
will hardly think it a great Error; when he conſi- 
ders the Doctrine of Antiquity on this Subject; 


and he may think it a very remiſſible one; when he 


conſiders alſo, that as the Truth and Church are 
but one, it muſt be a rational Belief, that Chriff, in 
his great Charity to > Mann, left one vittble Head 


on 


(73) 
on Earth, to preſide over this Church; and as it 
is evident, that where there is no Center of Unity, 


Churches muſt differ, and conſequently hate, if not 
perſecute, each other. 


This ſhort Summary comprehends the chief Ar- 
ticles in Controverſy, between the Roman- Catholics 
and the Proteſtants : And, admitting them in the 
Senſe of the latter, as erroneous; yet, what good 
Proteſtant on Earth can argue any Production of 
moral or political Evil from them ? The Profeſſors 
of this Religion, therefore, ought to be 7olerated, 
for Religion's Sake ; and they ought to be free, for 
the Sake of Government; while they maintain no 
Doctrines contrary to it; and while they avoid, from 2 
religious as well as civil Motive, all Practices ſubver- 


ive M it. 


Let us ſpeak honeſtly, and therefore 2ſcfully, to 
this important Point. The Religion of Catholics 
teacheth them to be obedient to Governors; but 
it teacheth them alſo to propagate their Spiritual 
Doctrines, in Oppoſition to Government. How 
is this to be done? So far, and no farther than as is 
conſiſtent with the public Peace. Zeal they commend, 
Violence they renounce ; the former, as' conſonant 
with the Precepts of the Goſpel; the latter, as ſub- 
verſive of it. This then is the Diſtinction proper 
to be 1 and all the Thraldom this People 

K ever 
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ever ſuffered from Perſecution, active or negative, 
is owing entirely to the Want of a proper Atten- 
tion to this wide Difference in their Caſe. To the 
Want of his Diſtinction we owe the penal Laws 
in Britain and Ireland. The preſent Government 
is not a perſecuting one: The Spirit of our Con- 
ſtitution is abhorrent of ſuch a Principle. Its 
Meaſures are purely defenſive, the Conſequence of 
a great Miſtake in regard to Men, who do not offend, 
nor can do fo, without deviating from the Duties of 
all true Catholicity. But Papiſts, (ſay ſome) where 
they have Power, perſecute in their Turn. So 
much the worſe for them, and for Religion alſo. 
The Cbriſtian Religion, I hope, is not to be charged 
with the Tyranny, or wayward Politics, of many 
of its. Profeſſors; whether in or out of Power. 
But their Zeal (it will be ſaid) however well di- 
rected, ought to be reſtrained. Be it ſo; yet, even 
on this Principle, they ought not to forfeit natural 
Rights, for controverted and controvertible Offences. 
It is only when this Zeal beats itſelf into moral and 
Political Diſorders (as formerly in Ireland) that po- 
litical Remedies are to be preſcribed. Spiritual | 
Government may be attacked by ſpiritual Means : 
Let what is ſo attacked defend, by the ſame Means 
alſo; and let the State come to its Relief, when it 
is attacked ' by any other; but not ſooner. Is not 
this the loud Voice of Nature ? Is: it not that of 


our 
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our Conftitution ? ] am ſure it is that of the Chriftian 


Religion. 


, 


No Obje#ion, ſtarted by the Invention, labored 
by the Elocution, or ſupported by the Prejudice of 
Man, can encounter the Scheme of national Hap- 
pineſs here laid down, or invalidate the many Argu- 
ments on which it is founded. I have ſhewn, that 
the Roman-Catbolics of Ireland are ell affected to our 


| preſent political Conſtitution. I have ſhewn allo, 
that putting them on the ſame Footing with other 


eccleſiaſtical Diſſenters (tho! under the Limitation 


of no more than two or three hundred Acres of 


landed Property, to each Landholder) would be a 
vaſt Advantage to this Nation. I have advanced, 


very juſtly, that a Liberty of purchaſing, and con- 


ſequently improving, our flat Bogs and Waſtes, 
would enrich, adorn, and enlarge this Iſland; 
improve our Climate, and ſubſerve to the Encreaſe 
as well as Health of our Inhabitants. 1 have 
ſhewn, that, to ayail ourſelves of our Manu- 
factures, it will be expedient to qualify the Papiſts, 
to lend their Shoulders to the Burthen ; what 
they can never do, with any conſiderable Efe#, 
while reſtrained by a /oaded and temporary Intereſt 
in Land. What political Good can we expect 
from this People, that they are not ready at a Call 
to perform? What ſpiritual Injury can they do us? 
We have flattered ourſelves 100 long; ; and in the 

K 2 Caſe 
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Caſe before us, we ſhould impoſe upon 0 
moſt groſsly, if we could dream that any other 


Scheme, but this Encouragement of all the loyal 


Hands, this Security of Property, and this Exer- 
tion of every Means in our Power, can enable us 
to combat the many internal Evils which prey upon 
us at preſent, beyond any other free People that 
ever yet exiſted in the World. In any Situation 
we would not, and in ſuch a Situation we could not, 

live by Party, nor for. Party; having, in Truth, 

neither the Power which creates, nor the Wealth 
which feeds that crooked, that wanton Species of 
Policy ; ; which, even in the moſt opulent Coun- 
tries, becomes, temporarily at leaſt, the dead 


Weight of Liberty. And ſuch a Wound would 


be the more intolerable in this Country, as it muſt 
immediately affect our very Vitals, and leave no 
Limb of Government uninvaded. But the Reme- 


dy, fo far as it can go, is near at Hand: For 10 


other than this Union of all Hearts, and this Co- 


operation of all Hands, can reſiſt that Torrent of 


Luxury, which, of late Years, came in Aid of 
our Poverty ; ; not indeed to threaten, but to com- 


plete and conſummate the Ruin of this | ill-fated 


Country. 


It is Time to come to a Concluſion of this Ar- 
gument; and none of my Readers, it is hoped, 
will _ or refit, the Conviction ariſing from it: 


None 


I 


is) 


None of thoſe eſpecially, who have the Power, as 

well as the Will, to render this Kingdom a flou- 
riſhing one. If the Principles of the Roman-Ca- 
tholics of this Age, be ſuch as I have repreſented ; 
they certainly deſerve the Care, they merit the 
Confidence, and, in a Reign like the preſent, they 


may reaſanably expect the * of the . 
ture. | 


After all: Prejudices againſt the Roman-Ca- 
tholic Religion, and conſequently againſt the Pro- 
feſſors of it, I am confident, run ſtill very high. 
This muſt be borne with Patience and Chriſtian: 
Reſignation, until Reaſon, Experience, Know-. 
ledge, and every benevolent Affection ariſing 
from that Knowledge, reſume their Turn, and: 
triumph i in their own Empire. This Deference is 
due, no Doubt, to every Prepoſſeſſion ſpread ſo 
widely, and maintained ſo warmly: But it would 
be criminal, as well as imprudent, to confirm the 
popular Odium, in ſuch a Caſe, by any indolent 
Paſſivity, or any !imid Forbearance of any important 
Truths neceſſary for the Information of thoſe Lords 
and Gentlemen, who are ſoon to take the State of 
this Nation into Conſideration. Holy Writ and 
the Holy Religion of Catholics recommend and re- 
quire ſuch an Eclairciſſement; and it muſt be 
ſurely, the Intereſt of the Public, to know preciſely 
the Creed they profeſs, not that ſo long and ſo un- 
juſtly imputed to them. Their Conformity to the 
Faith of the Church, in a political Senſe, may be 
learned from their Conduct, under this Proteſtant 

_ Government, 


ly. 


Government, for near ſeventy Years paſt : And if 


this Conformity of Principle and Conduct may 
not produce the defired ESfect, at preſent ; it muſt. 
not be ſuppoſed to proceed from any Averſion to 


Convifion ; but from an Attention in our wiſe and 


excellent Legiſlature to more important Conſiderations. 
Opinionum Commenta delet Dies, Nature Judicia 
confirmat. Time will, ſooner or later, blot out 
the Phantaſms of fugitive Opinions, and make 


this long Night of Prejudice give Way to the 
Lights held forth by Nature. When thoſe Lights 


come, they ſeldom come faintly ; but pervade all 


Things, by a Luſtre and Force irrefiſtable. Let 


us preſume, . and preſume confidently, that this Day 
is not only dawning, but breaking in upon us. If 
it mould fall out otherwiſe, and that ſome Things 


muſt ſtill lye within the Shade; let us not de- 


pair. Whatever the Event be, the Roman-Ca- 
tholics of Ireland ſhould, out of Tenderneſs to the 
Public (6 long decerved on their Account) and out 
of Tendernefs to themſelves (fo long excluded from 
the Immunities of the Conſtitution) come to the 
Explanation recommended to them in the fore- 
going Pages. Let them acquit themſelves; not of 
Guilt-indeed, (for they have none to anſwer for) but 
of the moſt diſtant Syſpicion of Guilt, with Regard 
fo our political Government ; and let them not in- 
eur the Blame of ſuch an Omiſſion in this Reign, 
the mildeit, the happieſt, and the longeſt we en- 
Joyed; ſince the Commencement of the ſixteenth 


Century. 


(79) 
- Century.——The Relief deſtined for them may 
. be ſuſpended : By ſuch Suſpenſion the Importance of 
it will be the more conſidered; the Neceſſity of it 
the more acknowledged; and the Objects of it, the 

more . ot Favor and Confidence. 
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After the Words, to l 1 the Property and 
Prey of a few Bankers, or of their Caſhiers, &c. 
Ke 8: 


READ 


„ The Evil of this PR” i this abominable 
ce private Credit, hath been long growing upon us, 
and hath been foretold : The Growth of Popery | * 
5 held little Proportion. with it; and the Danger. | 
« from Popery, none at all. —The Papiſts of Ire- 

&« [and are naked and diſarmed: It would be in- 
; 4“ ſulting 
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u ſulting Demonſtration (if the Expreſſion may be 
* allowed) to attempt ſhewing, that they have no 


& Power to do Hurt; but it would not be difficult 
& to ſhew, that an Act of parliamentary Indul- 
| e gence would give them an active Power of doing „ 
«© much Good, to this impoveriſhed Nation; as | 
« much, in a few Years, perhaps, as our Bankers 7 
% have done it Harm.” | l 
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